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CoNGO Events and Announcements:
24th General Assembly of CoNGO, 17 – 19 January 2011, New York – Nominations for CoNGO President and Members of the CoNGO Board Are Now Open
The 24th General Assembly of CoNGO will take place from 17 to 19 January 2011 at the Auditorium of the International Commission for Social Justice of the Salvation Army in New York.
The nominations for CoNGO President and members of the CoNGO Board are now open. Please send your nominations or address your concerns about the nominations process to: Dr. Janice Wood Wetzel (Convener) at jwtzel3@nyc.rr.com. 

The members of the General Assembly Nominations Committee are:

Janice Wood Wetzel (International Association of Schools of Social Work), Convener;

Brian Okello (World Organization of the Scout Movement);

Myrna Lachenal (World Federation for Mental Health);

Georg Dimitz (International Federation of Social Workers);

Johanna Sterbin (International Federation of Women Lawyers);

Afaf Mahfouz (International Psychoanalytical Association); and

Bonian Golmohammadi/Fruzina Molnar (World Federation of United Nations Associations).
The above announcement is available as PDF here.

The relevant CoNGO rules with respect to the work of the General Assembly Nominations Committee may be obtained here.

For further information, please visit CoNGO’s website, which will be regularly updated prior to the General Assembly.
CoNGO Civil Society Development Forum 2010 (CSDF) – Geneva Component – “Women’s Human Rights and Development: Inclusion, Participation, and Equality”, 30 September – 1 October 2010, Geneva -- Online registration open - Call for Submissions of Action Points
CoNGO is pleased to announce that the Geneva Component of its Civil Society Development Forum (CSDF) - “Women’s Human Rights and Development: Inclusion, Participation, and Equality” – will take place on 30 September and 1 October 2010 at the International Labour Office in Geneva. 

The Geneva Component of CSDF 2010 is to review the Outcome Document of CSDF 2010–New York Component, in conjunction with the conclusions and recommendations of ECOSOC’s Annual Ministerial Review as reflected in the Ministerial Declaration (to be published by ECOSOC), which focused on "Implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to gender equality and the empowerment of women".

The expected product of the Geneva component is a set of concise action points addressed to governments, the United Nations System and civil society. These action points will be the result of further in-depth debates focusing on the following five sub-themes of the New York Component:

- Legal and Institutional Mechanisms: Implementation and Enforcement;

- Women and Sustainable Development;

- Gender Discrimination: Multiple Layers and Multiple Forms;

- Women, Decent Work and Migration; and

- Women’s Health and Reproductive Rights.

Call for Submissions of Action Points

In preparation for CSDF 2010-Geneva Component, CoNGO has launched an online form to facilitate the submission of action points to be considered at that event.

The form is available here.

The format of that online submission form was designed to capture the diversity of opinions of civil society organisations and other entities on subjects to be discussed during the Geneva Component. It is intended to provide an opportunity for both CoNGO members and other civil society organisations based in all regions to participate in shaping the debates of CSDF 2010.

Registration for CSDF 2010-Geneva Component

Online registration for the Geneva Component of CSDF 2010 is now open. Registration for this event is free of charge. 

CoNGO CSDF 2010-New York Component (4 – 5 May 2010)
The participants of the CSDF 2010-New York Component met to prepare for ECOSOC’s Substantive Session. In 2010, the Annual Ministerial Review (High-level Segment of that Substantive Session) focused on “implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to gender equality and the empowerment of women”.

The CSDF’s overall theme - “Women’s Human Rights and Development: Inclusion, Participation, and Equality” - was carefully chosen to provide a civil society perspective to the work of ECOSOC. This CSDF theme was addressed by several keynote speakers and by panellists addressing the five sub-themes: Legal and Institutional Mechanisms: Implementation and Enforcement; Women and Sustainable Development; Gender Discrimination: Multiple Layers and Multiple Forms; Women, Decent Work and Migration; and Women’s Health and Reproductive Rights.

Subsequently, the Outcome Document of the CSDF 2010-New York Component – reflecting the contributions made by CSDF participants and CoNGO members – was submitted to all ECOSOC Member States prior to the High-Level Segment of ECOSOC’s Substantive Session.

Based on the New York Component of CSDF 2010, Mr Liberato C. Bautista, President of CoNGO, delivered a statement at that High-Level Segment. The statement is available here.  

CSDF 2010 is organized by CoNGO, with the support of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the International Labour Organization (ILO), and in collaboration with CoNGO’s members and substantive committees.

More information about CSDF 2010-Geneva Component, including the invitation letter and the programme, will be made available in due course at www.ngocongo.org.
NGO Working Group on UN Access: Request for Submissions of Examples of Access Issues

Convened by CoNGO, the NGO Working Group on UN Access was created to address ongoing concerns about increasing restrictions on NGO access – physical and political – to the UN.

Your concrete examples of access issues are imperative to the success of the work of the Working Group. You are thus invited to submit such to access@ngocongo.org.

The members of the NGO Working Group on UN Access are:

Liberato C. Bautista, Convener, Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in

Consultative Relationship with the United Nations;
Bani Dugal, Co-Convener, Baha’i International Community;
Christopher Ferguson, Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches;
James Paul, Co-Convener, Global Policy Forum;
Afaf Mahfouz, International Psychoanalytical Association;
Vanessa Jackson, International Service for Human Rights;
Jeffery Huffines, NGO/DPI Executive Committee;
Leslie Wright, Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund; and
William Pace, World Federalist Movement--Institute for Global Policy.
CoNGO Database on the Financial and Economic Crisis

CoNGO is pleased to announce that its database on the financial and economic crisis is now online.

This database is to facilitate the navigation through complex and disparate information available since the beginning of the crisis.

The database can be accessed here.

CoNGO Committees:
Observance of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People, 9 August 2010, New York

The NGO Committee on the International Decade of the World's Indigenous Peoples is cooperating with the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to organise an observance of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People on 9 August 2010 from 14:00 to 17:00 hours in Conference Room 1 at UNHQ in New York. The theme of the observance will be “celebrating indigenous film making”.

The programme of the event will include “messages from the United Nations Secretary General, the Under-Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs and the Chairperson of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, as well as a screening of films made by indigenous filmmakers and a Q&A session with an indigenous film maker.”

More information, including registration and contact details, is available here.
Meeting of the NGO Committee on Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns, 14 September 2010, Geneva 

The NGO Committee on Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns (Geneva) will hold its next meeting on 14 September 2010 from 13:00 to 15:00 hours at the NGO Resources and Services Centre at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

For more information, please contact Ms Vita de Waal.

Meeting of the NGO Committee on the Environment, 14 September 2010, Geneva

The NGO Committee on the Environment (Geneva) has scheduled its next meeting on 14 September 2010 from 15:00 to 17:00 hours at the NGO Resources and Services Centre at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

For more information, please contact Ms Vita de Waal.

UN/IO Events and Announcements:
Launch of the WSIS Forum 2011 Website

ITU, UNESCO, UNCTAD and UNDP have now launched the website for the WSIS (World Summit on the Information Society) Forum 2011 to be held from 16 to 20 May 2011.

The WSIS Forum 2011 “will provide structured opportunities to network, learn and to participate in multi-stakeholder discussions and consultations on WSIS implementation. This event builds upon the tradition of annual WSIS May meetings, and its new format is the result of open consultations with all WSIS Stakeholders.(…) 

The consultation process for WSIS Forum 2011 will build upon successful experiences from the previous years and will consist of three following steps:

• Online discussions;
• Submission of official contributions; and
• Final review meeting.”

For more information about this event, please visit the WSIS Forum 2011 website.

The WSIS Forum is part of the WSIS process which also, among others, includes the WSIS Stocktaking. It aims at providing “a register of activities carried out by governments, international organizations, the business sector, civil society and other entities. To this end, in accordance with §120 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society  adopted by the Summit, ITU has been maintaining the WSIS Stocktaking Database as a publicly accessible system providing information on ICT-related initiatives and projects with reference to the 11 WSIS Action Lines (Geneva Plan of Action).”

For more information and to participate in the WSIS Stocktaking Platform, please follow this link. 

UNCTAD Website User Survey

“UNCTAD [UN Conference on Trade and Development] is undertaking a review of its web operations as part of an overall effort to improve communications. This will include enhancing "two-way" communications between the organization and its website visitors.”

Therefore, UNCTAD is inviting users to provide feedback via an online website usage survey available here.
5th Session of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee, 2 – 6 August 2010, Geneva

The 5th Session of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee is taking place from 2 to 6 August 2010 in Room XX at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

“Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1, the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee (the Advisory Committee), composed of 18 experts, has been established to function as a think-tank for the Council and work at its direction. The Advisory Committee replaces the former Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.

The aim of the nomination procedure of the Committee members, including the technical and objective requirements contained in Council decision 6/102, is to ensure that the best possible expertise is made available to the Council. The function of the Advisory Committee is to provide expertise in the manner and form requested by the Council, focusing mainly on studies and research-based advice. Such expertise shall be rendered only upon the latter's request, in compliance with its resolutions and under its guidance.”

Information related to NGO participation is available here.

More information about the 5th Session is available here.
77th Session of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 2 – 27 August 2010, Geneva

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) is holding its 77th Session from 2 to 27 August 2010 at the Palais Wilson in Geneva.

CERD “is the body of independent experts that monitors implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination by its State parties.

All States parties are obliged to submit regular reports to the Committee on how the rights are being implemented. States must report initially one year after acceding to the Convention and then every two years. The Committee examines each report and addresses its concerns and recommendations to the State party in the form of “concluding observations”.”
More information, including a list of countries which will be considered during this Session and background documentation, is available here.
Conference on Disarmament, 3rd Part, 9 August – 24 September 2010, Geneva

The 3rd Part of the Conference on Disarmament’s annual session is scheduled from 9 August to 24 September 2010 in the Council Chamber at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.
“The terms of reference of the CD [Conference on Disarmament] include practically all multilateral arms control and disarmament problems. Currently the CD primarily focuses its attention on the following issues: cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament; prevention of nuclear war, including all related matters; prevention of an arms race in outer space; effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons; new types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons including radiological weapons; comprehensive programme of disarmament and transparency in armaments.

The CD meets in an annual session, which is divided in three parts of 10, 7 and 7 weeks, respectively. The first week shall begin in the penultimate week of the month of January. The CD is presided by its members on a rotating basis. Each President shall preside for a period of four weeks.”
More information about the Conference of Disarmament is available here.

Background documentation and information on NGO participation is made available by “Reaching Critical Will” – a project of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) – at www.reachingcriticalwill.org. 
“Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”, International Youth Day, 12 August 2010

“This year’s International Youth Day is a particularly important day for youth around the world. In December 2009, the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/64/134 proclaiming the Year commencing this International Youth Day (12 August 2010) as the International Year of Youth.

In line with the theme for the International Year, the theme for this year’s International Youth Day is “Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”. The choice of theme reflects the General Assembly’s appreciation of the value of dialogue among youth from different cultures as well as among different generations.

International Youth Day will be celebrated at United Nations headquarters in New York with the global launch event of the International Year of Youth. The event will be a celebration of young peoples’ energy, imagination and initiatives and will recognize their crucial contributions to enhancing peace and development. The event is an opportunity for the international community and the UN system to demonstrate their commitment to young people. But it will also be a fun occasion with musical guests and performances. A photo exhibit entitled “Visual Voices – Youth perspectives on Global Issues” will be inaugurated in the UN visitors lobby. The exhibit will be open to the public until early September.

In addition to the global launch event at UN Headquarters, there will be celebrations all over the world, which will highlight opportunities and challenges for youth throughout the International Year of Youth in different regions and countries.

Join in the festivities and celebrate the International Youth Day and the International Youth Year with other young people from around the globe!”

For more information, please visit the “Youth and the United Nations” website. 

“Towards an Alliance of Civilizations: Bridging Cultures to Achieve Peace and Development”, 14 – 18 August 2010, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

“The 2nd annual Global Model United Nations Conference organized by the United Nations Department of Public Information will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 14 to 18 August 2010. The conference will simulate a General Assembly Summit on intercultural dialogue. The theme of the 2010 conference will be “Towards an Alliance of Civilizations: Bridging Cultures to achieve Peace and Development.” 

More than 1,000 university-level students, ages 18 to 24 at the time of the conference, will be invited from Member States where Model United Nations programmes are currently organized.”
For more information, please visit www.un.org/gmun. 
“What would you say if you had the chance to talk to world leaders?”, 2010 Citizen Ambassadors Video Contest – Deadline for video submissions: 23 August 2010

“The United Nations “Citizen Ambassador to the UN” video contest encourages world citizens to voice their opinions to Heads of State and Government and weigh in on the decisions made by the member states of the United Nations.
The […] contest is hosted on the United Nations channel on YouTube on an annual basis, coinciding with the General Debate segment of the General Assembly and culminating on United Nations Day, 23 October.

The campaign is the latest in a series of initiatives launched by United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, which seek to utilize the power of the Internet and social networking to engage a new generation of world citizens in the importance of international diplomacy.”

The deadline for video submissions is 23 August 2010.

More information about the contest is available at www.uncitizenambassadors.org. 

World Youth Conference 2010, 23 – 27 August 2010, León, Guanajuato, Mexico
The World Youth Conference 2010 has been scheduled from 23 to 27 August 2010 in León, Guanajuato, Mexico.

The organisers “invites every nation to celebrate the World Youth Conference 2010 [WYC 2010], as an opportunity for discussion and reflection regarding the role young people play in achieving development with special emphasis on the Millennium Development Goals (MDG).

Five years from the deadline set by the international community to achieve the development goals agreed in the year 2000, a youth-oriented focus on these goals is required and essential for the efforts to be lasting and progressive on a long term basis.
The conference has full support from the United Nations System as well as other multilateral organizations. The WYC 2010 will have three spaces for participation, all of them linked with each other. Each one will correspond to the three social agents which are strategic in making it possible for young people to be very involved in their own development. It is about the young people, the non-governmental organizations, the governments and the legislators; the Social Forum, Governments Forum and the Legislators Forum were created with this in mind.”
For more information, please visit www.youth2010.org. 
63rd United Nations DPI/NGO Conference – “Advance Global Health, Advance the MDGs”, 30 August – 1 September 2010, Melbourne – Deadline for registration extended to 6 August 2010
The UN Department of Public Information (DPI)/NGO announced that its 63rd Conference will take place from 30 August to 1 September 2010 at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre.

The conference is to “highlight effective ways in which civil society, in partnership with other actors, can contribute to fostering global health: not just managing disease. Global health encompasses multifaceted challenges of transnational health issues, determinants, and solutions.

It involves many disciplines, within and beyond the health sciences, and promotes interdisciplinary collaboration. The conference sessions will emphasize the need for more integration of health programs, methods to generate outcome data, cost effective delivery, sustainability, and emphasize prevention, to achieve equity in global health.”
The registration deadline has now been extended to 6 August 2010.

More information about this conference is available here.

Launch of UNRISD Flagship Report 2010: “Combating Poverty and Inequality”, 3 September 2010, Geneva

The UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) will officially launch its report “Combating Poverty and Inequality: Structural Change, Social Policy, and Politics” on 3 September 2010 in Room XII at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

Excerpt from event documentation: “Poverty reduction is a central feature of the international development agenda. A number of key social development objectives were agreed to by world leaders at the Millennium Summit, with the goal of significantly reducing poverty by 2015. What then accounts for the persistence of poverty when concern for its reduction has been high on the policy agenda? What processes and policies are required to achieve the agreed goals? Why have some countries been more successful than others in combating poverty? How should economic and social policies, and politics, be organized to produce good anti-poverty outcomes?

The forthcoming UNRISD flagship report, Combating Poverty and Inequality, provides important new evidence that should both contribute to progress up to 2015, and also stimulate discussion of longer term poverty reduction strategies beyond this date. The report is grounded in extensive research on contemporary approaches to poverty reduction, including those reflected in the MDGs and Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), and draws out crucial insights and implications for policy.

In the five years that remain of the MDG process it is important not only to concentrate on meeting the targets but to begin an inquiry into how to achieve social development in a post-MDG world structured around principles of equity, social rights, resilience and transformation. This report aims to contribute to this inquiry by examining the complex ways poverty outcomes are shaped by the interconnections of ideas, institutions, policies and practices in the spheres of the economy, social policy and politics.”

More information, including registration modalities, is available here.
15th Session of the Human Rights Council, 13 September – 1 October 2010, Geneva – Deadline for submissions of written statements by NGOs and requests for side event rooms: 23 August 2010 
The Human Rights Council will hold its 15th Session from 13 September to 1 October 2010 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

In view of the forthcoming Session, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights announced that the deadline for submissions of written statements by NGOs and requests for side event rooms is 23 August 2010.

More information is available here.
“Developing the Future Together”, 5th Internet Governance Forum, 14 – 17 September 2010, Vilnius, Lithuania

The 5th Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is scheduled from 14 to 17 September 2010 in Vilnius, Lithuania. 
“Participation is open to all entities accredited to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). Other institutions and persons with proven expertise and experience in matters related to Internet governance may also apply to attend.

The overall theme of the meeting will be IGF 2010 – Developing the Future Together. This theme reflects the open and inclusive nature of the IGF with its multilateral, multi-stakeholder, democratic and transparent approach to discussions of Internet-related public policy issues. The Vilnius meeting will help articulate a view of how we can use the Internet for the benefit of all humankind, and how we can further address the risks and challenges ahead. Internet governance should not be seen as an end in itself, but as a means of achieving development for all as expressed in internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.
In broad-based consultation with stakeholders, the Multistakeholder Advisory Group has prepared the following programme for the meeting:

• Managing critical Internet resources

• Security, openness and privacy

• Access and diversity

• Internet governance for development

• Taking stock of Internet governance and the way forward

• Emerging issues: cloud computing”

More information, including registration modalities, the provisional schedule and video archives of the planning meetings, is available here.
“The Forces Shaping World Trade”, WTO Public Forum, 15 – 17 September 2010, Geneva – Online registration now open
The World Trade Organization (WTO) will hold its Public Forum entitled “The Forces Shaping World Trade” from 15 to 17 September 2010 in Geneva

“The WTO Public Forum provides an opportunity for governments, non-governmental organizations, academics, businesses and students to come together to discuss issues regarding the multilateral trading system.”
Online registration is now open.

More information is available here. 

57th Session of UNCTAD’s Trade and Development Board, 15 – 28 September 2010, Geneva

The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has scheduled the 57th Session of its Trade and Development Board (TDB) from 15 to 17 September 2010 in Geneva.

“Civil society organizations are kindly asked to note that at the TDB President's consultations of 1 July 2010, in view of the time required for the review of implementation of the Accra Accord at the Board's regular session this year, member States were invited to consider that this year UNCTAD’s annual hearing with civil society be replaced by the Public Symposium that took place in May. 

Therefore, under item 11 of the provisional Agenda […], in place of the Hearing this year, the report of the second Public Symposium, which took place from 10 to 11 May 2010, will be presented to the TDB for its consideration. The outcomes of the Public Symposium discussions are being fed into substantive sessions of the TDB including the annual session in September and the session on LDCs in November. […]

Civil society organizations will also have other opportunities to engage in dedicated discussions of their interest corresponding to the work of UNCTAD and will be invited to a briefing/consultations in early to mid September 2010.”

For confirmation of participation at the TDB Session, please contact the UNCTAD Civil Society Outreach Unit at cso@unctad.org or via fax (+41-22-917-0056).

The provisional agenda is available here.

More information is available here.
UN Summit on the MDGs – High-Level Plenary Meeting of the UN General Assembly, 20 – 22 September 2010, New York
The UN Summit on the MDGs – a high-level plenary meeting of the UN General Assembly – is scheduled from 20 to 22 September 2010 at UNHQ in New York.

“With only five years left until the 2015 deadline to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has called on world leaders to attend a summit in New York on 20-22 September to accelerate progress towards the MDGs.

Coming amid mixed progress and new crises that threaten the global effort to halve extreme poverty, “the summit will be a crucially important opportunity to redouble our efforts to meet the Goals,” he said, referring to the targets adopted at the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, aimed at slashing poverty, hunger, disease, maternal and child deaths and other ills by a 2015 deadline.

“Our world possesses the knowledge and the resources to achieve the MDGs” the Secretary-General stated in his report in preparation for the September summit. “Our challenge today is to agree on an action agenda to achieve the MDGs.””

Information about civil society participation is available here.

The event website is found here.
Civil Society Events and Announcements:
“Building Dreams”, University Scholars Leadership Symposium 2010, 1 – 7 August 2010, Malacca, Malaysia

The World Youth Foundation and Humanitarian Affairs, UK, are organising the inaugural University Scholars Leadership Symposium 2010 entitled “Building Dreams”. It is taking place from 1 to 7 August 2010 at Mahkota Hotel Melaka, Malacca, Malaysia.

At this event, more than 300 students “from around the world will have the opportunity to dialogue, propose and formulate sustainable development projects to improve the living conditions of the world poor”.
More information about this symposium is available here.
eIndia 2010, Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Event, 4 – 6 August 2010, Hyderabad, India

Organised by the Centre for Science, Development and Media Studies (CSDMS) and Elets Technomedia, eIndia 2010 is scheduled from 4 to 6 August 2010 at the Hyderabad International Convention Centre in Hyderabad, India.

Excerpt from event documentation: “eINDIA 2010 is a unique platform for knowledge sharing in different domains of ICT for development and facilitates multi-stakeholder partnerships and networking among governments, industry, academia and civil society organisations of different countries, including the host country- India. The objective is to bring together ICT experts, practitioners, business leaders and stakeholders of the region onto one platform, through keynote addresses, paper presentations, thematic workshops and exhibitions. In short, the event provides an opportunity for participants to interact with a wide and diverse development community.
eINDIA 2010, through its six seminal conferences, will focus on six emerging application domains of ICT for Development: e-Government, ICT in Education, ICT and Agriculture, and ICT enabled Health services:

    * eGov India

    * digital LEARNING India

    * eHealth India

    * eAgriculture India

    * Indian Telecentre Forum

    * municipalIT India”

Please visit www.eindia.net.in for more information.
7th Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, 4 – 6 August 2010, New York – CoNGO President, Mr Liberato C. Bautista, to Address Closing Panel 
The Friendship Ambassador Foundation (FAF) is organising the 7th annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations from 4 to 6 August 2010 at UNHQ in New York.
The goals for the event are to:

· “Provide access to and information about the work, successes and current challenges of the United Nations; 

· Promote increased youth participation in UN programs, its agencies and NGO affiliates

· Strengthen commitment to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

· Connect committed youth with opportunities, mentors, colleagues, and new associates;

· Recognize the artistic and diplomatic efforts of young people already involved in development and humanitarian initiatives; and

· Promote renewal of a commitment to serve and respect this most important international institution.”

CoNGO’s President, Mr Liberato C. Bautista, will address the closing panel at the Youth Assembly. The panel is scheduled on 6 August 2010 from 14:45 to 15:30 hours. 

More information about this event is available here. 

“Gender Mainstreaming and Equality with Focus on MDGs”, Training Course, 9 – 17 August 2010, Pathumthani, Thailand

The ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on Millennium Development Goals (ARCMDG) is organising a training course entitled “Gender Mainstreaming and Equality with Focus on MDGs” from 9 to 17 August 2010 at the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) in Pathumthani, Thailand.

The mission of the training course “is to contribute, catalyze and deliver for achieving MDGs in the ASEAN region and beyond through capacity building, education, and research programs coupled with consulting and advisory services, networking and partnership building activities in close collaboration with national, regional and international organizations inclusive of civil societies and non-governmental organizations.”

The brochure is available here.

More information about ARCMDG is available here.

“The Role of Youth for Achieving the Cairo Agenda”, 21st International Youth Forum, 18 – 25 August, Seoul

The National Council of Youth Organisations in Korea will hold the 21st International Youth Forum entitled “The Role of Youth for Achieving the Cairo Agenda” from 18 to 25 August 2010 at the Seoul Garden Hotel and the Goesan Youth Center in Seoul.

The objectives of the Forum are: 

· “To provide an opportunity that can enable youths to become aware of the ill-balanced development of world population due to weakening family value and deteriorating public health, and to share thoughts on them with others. In the process of the Forum, youths are expected to find ways to the sustainable development of the world.

· To make youths get involved in achieving the Cairo Agendas in the process of finding roles in protection of family dignity, maintenance of optimal world population, and promotion of public health.

· To strengthen and improve cooperation and mutual interest amongst youths in the world.”

For more information, please send a message to wontaeahn@koreayouth.net (+82-2-2667-0897). 
“Acting Together for a Just World”, CIVICUS World Assembly, 20 – 23 August 2010, Montreal
CIVICUS has scheduled its World Assembly from 20 to 23 August 2010 at the Palais de congrès in Montreal.
Excerpt from event documentation: “The overall theme of the World Assemblies is 'Acting Together for a Just World'. This theme will be explored in 2010 through the focus theme of “Seeking Out Solutions: Economic Justice”. Cross-cutting themes of development effectiveness and climate justice will add to the debate, which will include the perspectives of women, indigenous groups and the youth. The [CIVICUS] World Assembly is […] a convening event for civil society, but also invites members of government, business, donors and the media to participate.”

More information is available at www.civicusassembly.org.
“First World Parliament Model – for an Effective World Peace”, Public Event, 25 – 27 August 2010, Mexico City
The Mexican Chapter of the World Federalist Movement, Planetafilia, and the World Alliance to Transform the United Nations are organising a public event entitled “First World Parliament Model – for an Effective World Peace” from 25 to 27 August 2010 in the Chamber of Deputies of the Mexican Congress, Legislative Palace, San Lázaro, in Mexico City.

Excerpt from the event documentation: “The program of this Model World Parliament includes six workshops, or committees, covering the main global challenges and problems of the XXI century, which must be the subject of deep analysis with the objective of initiating a blueprint of world legislation that is urgently needed. Today there is a serious need to determine how we can regulate international relations and achieve global justice, freedom, security and world peace.”

More information about the event is available here.
“What Role for ASEM?”, Workshop on EU, Asia and Global Governance, 31 August 2010, Brussels
“This International Workshop, co-organized by the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, the Inbev Baillet Latour Chair EU-China, Leuven India Focus and UN Brussels, will focus on the role of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) in the governance of global challenges.” It is scheduled on 8 August 2010 from 15:00 to 19:00 hours at the University Foundation, Rue d’Egmont 11, in Brussels.

“The first session will look into the architecture of ASEM, in particular the position and responsibilities of emerging powers and ASEM partners China and India. The second session will consider the agenda of the ASEM 8 Summit vis-à-vis global governance, with emphasis on the reform of multilateral organizations and the importance of regional integration in Asia.”

More information is available here.
Campaigns and Initiatives

WFUNA Nuclear Button Contest 2010

www.wfuna.org/site/c.rvIYIcN1JwE/b.6055249/k.94E2/Nuclear_Button_Contest_2010.htm 
WWSF World Campaign 2010 for making prevention of abuse and violence against children a global priority

www.woman.ch/index.php?page=2010-world-campaign-coalition&hl=en_US 

Nomination of the WWSF Prize for Women’s Creativity in Rural Life

www.woman.ch/june09/women/1-introduction.php
People’s Decade for Nuclear Abolition – Campaign

www.peoplesdecade.org
Decent Work - Decent Life Campaign
www.decentwork.org
Global Campaign against Poverty

www.whiteband.org
NGO Resources

“Working with the United Nations Human Rights Programme – A Handbook for Civil Society”, Publication by OHCHR

www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/NgoHandbook.aspx 

Integrated Civil Society Organization System – UN/DESA Civil Society Participation Database

esango.un.org/civilsociety
UN-NGO-IRENE Best Practices Network

www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo/irene
Resources and Calendar for Peace Issues – International Peace Bureau

www.ipb.org and www.ipb.org/i/newsletters-and-publications/VI-A-ipb-newsletters-and-calendars.html
International NGO Journal

www.academicjournals.org/INGOJ
African Journal of Political Science and International Relations

www.academicjournals.org/ajpsir
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