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and Development Studies 
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Visiting Professor, University of Paris I (Panthéon-Sorbonne) 
 
Director of the Graduate Programme, Graduate Institute of 
International Studies, Geneva 

Visiting Professor, ASERI (Postgraduate School of Economic and 
International Relations), Milan 
 
Co-director, CUDIH (University Centre for International 
Humanitarian Law), University of Geneva 
 
Professorial Lecturer in International Law, John Hopkins 
University, School of Advanced International Studies, Bologna 
 
Visiting Professor, Faculty of Law, Catholic University, Milan 
 
Associate Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law, 
University of Parma 
 
Assistant Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law, 
University of Siena 
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EDUCATION 

1992 

1991 

1987 

 

 

 

Ph.D. in International Law, University of Milan  

L.L.M. Harvard Law School 

Political Science Laurea, International Law Major, University of 
Siena. Thesis in International Law: “The International Safeguard 
System and the Non-Poliferation of Nuclear Weapons”. Final 
Grade 110/110 summa cum laude 

Liceo Ginnasio “E.S. Piccolomini”, Siena. Degree: Maturità 
classica. Final Grade: 60/60.  
 

AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND MAIN RESEARCH GRANTS 

2005-2008 

 

 

 
 

2005 

 

2002-2005 

 

 

1999-2000 

 

1997 

 

 

1991 

 

1990-1991 

 

‘Forum de l’Université 2005-2008’ (Société Académique). The 
Geneva-based Société Académique awards every three years a 
research grant on a subject of topical interest to foster 
scientific research and to make it available to a larger public. 
The ‘Forum 2005-2008’ was awarded jointly to Professor 
Alexis Keller (Faculty of Law, University of Geneva) and I for 
the project ‘Democracy and Terrorism’.  

Swiss National Fund for Research (FNSR). Funds provided for a 
two-year project for writing a book on ‘International Humanitarian 
Law and Terrorism’. 

Catholic University, Milan. Ad hoc Research Grants for research 
on: relationship between human rights and humanitarian law; 
states of emergency in international law; amnesties, pardons, truth 
and reconciliation commissions and their compatibility with 
international criminal law. 

University of Parma. Grant for the organisation of a series of 
interdisciplinary seminars on international law and economics 
(together with Professor Francesco Daveri) 

Selected by the Standing Committee for External Relations, 
University of Siena, for a period of research and teaching at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem (May 1997) and at the University 
of College London (October-December 1997). 

Laylin Prize for L.L.M. thesis: “Extraterritoriality and Export 
Controls: Some Remarks on the Alleged Antinomy between the 
US and the European Approach”, Harvard Law School. 

Fulbright Scholarship and Harvard School Fellowship, L.L.M. 
Program, Harvard Law School 
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1988-1989 
 
 
1987 
 
1986 

PhD scholarship (borsa di dottorato di ricerca), University of 
Milan 
 
Legal Research Scholarship, University of Siena 
  
Ministry of Education of Malta, Scholarship 

SUPERVISION AND ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director of the Graduate Programme; Member of the Executive 
Committee HEI; Supervision of Ph. D. Theses and D.E.A. 
mémoires; Member of the self-evaluation Committee, the Reform of 
Studies Committee; Member of the CUDIH Directorship Search 
Committee; Member of the HEI Directorship Search Committee; 
Member of the Search Committee for a Political Science 
Professorship, HEI, Geneva; Member of the Search Committee 
for a Professorship in International Economic Law, HEI, Geneva. 

Member of the Selection Committee for a Professorship in 
International Criminal Law, University of Geneva, Faculty of Law; 
Member of the Selection Committee for a Professorship in 
International Law, University of Geneva, Faculty of Law 
 
Administration of exams, supervision of Laurea theses; 
Participation in Faculty meetings and other academic committees, 
including Graduation Committees (Commissioni di Laurea); 
Catholic University, Milan (2000-); Faculty of Law, University of 
Parma (1998-2000); Faculty of Law, University of Siena (1990-
1997) 
 
Organization of lectures and/or seminars by guest lecturers 
 
Executive coordinator of several scientific research projects of 
national and international character as well as Erasmus exchange 
programmes. 

 
OTHER DUTIES 

2001- 

 
1999-2000 

Founding Member and Member of the Executive Council of the 
European Society of International Law 
 
Member of the Selection Committee for the National Bar Exam 
(Bologna District) 

 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES  
 
2008 
 
 

 
Participant in the first workshop on ‘International Process on 
Global Counterterrorism Cooperation’ organized by the DFAE 
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2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2004 
 
 

External Expert for the UN Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and for the UN Office for Drugs and Organized 
Crimes on matters of counterterrorism and human rights  
 
Participation to the conference: “L’amour du droit 
(international) – Propos croisés autour de Brigitte Stern”, 12 
October 
 
Chairperson of the Panel on: “Judicial Review of Internationally-
enacted Anti-terror Measures”, American Society of International 
Law and Nederlandse Vereniging voor Internationaal Recht, 
Hague Joint Conference on Contemporary Issues of International 
Law – 2007: Criminal Jurisdiction 100 After the 1907 Hague Peace 
Conference, The Hague, 28-30 June 
 
Organizer and Co-chair of the Geneva Workshop on Human 
Rights and Implementation of the UNGA Global Counter-
terrorism Strategy, organised jointly by the Center on Global 
Counter-Terrorism cooperation (N.Y.) and the Graduate Institute 
of International Studies 
 
Participant in the expert seminar on: “Counter-terrorism 
Strategies, Human Rights and International Law: Meeting the 
Challenges” at the invitation of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Leiden, 10-12 April 
 
Moderator of the Seminar/Workshop : « Peut-on lutter 
efficacement contre le terrorisme, tout en préservant l'Etat de droit 
et les droits de l'homme? », Paul Seger, Ambassadeur, Chef de la 
Direction du droit international public, Direction fédérale des 
affaires étrangères de la Confédération suisse, Geneva (Les 
Salons), 1 November 
 
Moderator of the Seminar/Workshop : ‘Quel avenir pour le 
Conseil des droits de l'homme ?’, by Federico Andreu-Guzmann, 
Secrétaire-général adjoint, Commission internationale des juristes, 
Geneva (Les Salons), 27 September 
 
Moderator of the Seminar/Workshop : « Conventions de Genève 
et lutte antiterroriste: quels enjeux? », by Stéphane Ojeda, 
Conseiller juridique aux Opérations, Comité international de la 
Croix-Rouge,  Geneva (Les Salons), 29 June  
 
Moderator of the Seminar/Workshop: ‘Revisiting the Torture 
Memos’, by Andrew  Clapham et David Sylvan (Professors, GIIS, 
Geneva) 31 May 
 
Chair, Panel on "Intervention on Humanitarian Grounds: History, 
Issues and Prospects", organised by The Luxembourg Group, 
Geneva, 24-25 May 
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2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2002-2003 
 
 
 
2000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1998 
 
 
 
 
 
1997 
 
 
 
 
1996-1997 
 
 

 
Commentator on "Human Rights and Terrorism". Symposium on 
"Europe and International Law", organised jointly by the 
European Journal of International Law, Michigan Law School and 
New York University School of Law, Florence, 16-17 May 
 
Chair of the Agora on "International Legal Doctrine" at the First 
Conference of the European Society of International Law on 
"International Law in Europe: Between Tradition and renewal", 
Florence, 13-15 May 
 
Panellist in the Workshop on “Not to Forget: Ten Years from the 
Rwandan Genocide”, Faculty of Law, Catholic University, 30 April 
 
Chair of the Session on "Contemporary Challenges of 
International Humanitarian Law, Refugee Law and Human Rights 
Law", at the XIIth Annual Seminar on International Humanitarian 
Law for Diplomats Accredited at the United Nations, organised by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva, 14 
October 
 
Panellist in the Round Table, organised by the GIIS, on "War in 
Irak: the Paradoxes of Military Power", Geneva, 1 April 
 
Founder and organizer of the International Law section's Series on 
"International Law in the Making. Rencontres avec les practiciens du 
droit international, Geneva, GIIS 
 
Consultant to Professor James Crawford, Special Rapporteur of 
the International Law Commission on State Responsibility. In this 
capacity he participated in the “Conference on State 
Responsibility”, Cambridge, 22-23 January 
 
Co-founder (with Prof. F. Daveri) and coordinator of the joint 
interdisciplinary seminar series EpoDI (international law and 
economics seminars) at the Faculty of Law, University of Parma 
 
Panellist in the workshop: “Immunity Vs. Human Rights: an 
International Law Appraisal of the Pinochet Case”, organised by 
the Bologna Center of the Johns Hopkins University, Paul H. 
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Bologna, 14 
December 
 
Participant in the Conference on “Extraterritorial Application of 
National Laws Regulating Business Activities", upon the invitation 
of the Ditchley Foundation, Ditchley Park, Enstone, Chipping 
Norton, Oxfordshire (U.K.), 21-23 March 
 
Participation in the Meeting of Independent Experts on 
Environmental Liability, at the invitation of the European 
Commissioner for the Environment, Brussels, October 1997; May 
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1996 
 
1994 
 
 
1990 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1987-1989 
 
 
1987-1988 

1996 
 
Visiting Scholar, University College London, October-December  
 
Panellist in the International Workshop: “The Article 53 countries 
and the Restructuring of the UN”, Siena, 28-31 August 
 
Participant in a Special Panel on: “National and International 
Arms Transfers”, at the Conference on: “Transparency in 
International Arms Transfers. Initiatives of Governments and 
Possible Multilateral Action”, Florence, 27-28 April 
 
Assistant to the Italian Delegation during the “Forum on the 
International Law of the Environment”, Siena, 17-21 April 
 
Research Assistant in International Law, Faculty of Law, 
University of Siena 
 
Public International Law Course (attendance) at The Hague 
Academy of International Law, Summer 1987; Summer 1988 

 
PUBLIC LECTURES 
 
06.07.2008 
 
 
23.06.2008 
 
 
 
26.05.2008 
 
 
7.12.2007 
 
 
07.07.2007 
 
 
10.02.2007 
 
 
 
 
05.12.2006 
 
 
6.09.2006 
 
 
 

‘International Humanitarian Law and the War on Terror’, ICRC, 
26  course on international humanitarian law, Warsaw.  th

‘Fear's Legal Dimension: Counterterrorism and Human Rights’, 
Summer program on international affairs and multilateral 
governance, IHEID

‘International Law-Making’ and ‘International Law and 
Terrorism’, IHEID (Diplomatic Program) and GCSP.  

‘The Use of Force and Terrorism’, Geneva Academy of 
International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights 

‘Civil and Political Rights: Selected Issues’, University of Tulsa 
Law School, Summer school in Geneva.   
 
‘Les internationalistes: ont-ils perdu leur boussole? Le droit 
international entre fragmentation et constitutionnalisme’, Ecole 
doctorale, Faculté de droit, University of Paris I (Panthéon-
Sorbonne) 
 
The Magic of Jus Cogens’, University of Naples (Federico II), 
Faculty of Law 
 
‘International Law and Terrorism’, Lecture given at the 4th Capacity 
Building Programme for Officials from Iraq ‘Enhancing Iraq’s 
Presence in the International Arena: Challenges and 
Opportunities’, Geneva 
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17.09.2004 
 
 
 
 
13.01.2004 
 
 
11.04.2003 
 
 
 
17.05.2001 
 
 
 
05.06.2001 
 
 
 
28.05.1998 
 
 
 
29.01.1997 
 
 
 
12.11.1996 
 
 
 
08.11.1996 

 
“International Terrorism: the Challenges for Diplomats”, 1st 
Diplomatic Programme for Diplomats from Afghanistan, 
organised by the Centre for Applied Studies in International 
Negotiations, Geneva 
 
"Le droit international face au terrorisme", Faculty of Law, 
University of Geneva 
 
"The Fight against International Terrorism between State and 
Individual Responsibility" (in Italian), University of Naples 
(Federico II), Faculty of Law 
 
“The Act of the State: the State of the Act. Judicial Interpretation 
and Human Rights Enforcement”, The Graduate Institute of 
International Studies, Geneva 
 
“Municipal Courts, Foreign States and Serious Violations of 
International Law” (in Italian), Faculty of Law, University of 
Palermo 
 
“European Environmental Law and Individual Rights”, delivered 
at the University of Modena, Faculty of Law, Research Center on 
European Community Law. Modena 
 
“The Apollonian and the Dionysian in Contemporary Human 
Rights Law: Old Subjects and New Actors on the Global Stage”, 
The Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva 
 
“Of Law and Justice: the Strange Case of State Immunity for 
Violations of Human Rights”, The Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies, London 
 
“State Immunity and Human Rights”, Faculty of Law, University 
of Edinburgh 

 
PAPERS PRESENTED 

29 & 30.11.2007 
 
 
 
 
 
19.11.2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Fear’s Legal Dimension’ (‘La dimensione giuridica della paura’), 
paper delivered at the Conference: ‘Human Rights Protection and 
the Fight against Terrorism’ (‘La protezione dei diritti dell’uomo 
nella lotta al terrorismo’), organised by the faculty of Law of the 
University of Teramo (Italy) 
 
“The Evolution of International Law on Immunities With 
Respect to Crimes under International Law in Light of Recent 
Case Law”, Paper presented in the framework of the Journée du 
droit international 2007: “Les immunités juridictionnelles en 
droit international: développements récents”, Bern (DFAE), 19 
November 
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16 – 18.11.2006 

 
 
 
 
 
30.05.2006 
 
 
 
 
26 – 28.05.2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
06 – 07.05.2005  
 
 
 
 
30.03.2005 
 
 
 
 
17.03.2003 
 
 
 
 
13 – 15.09.2002 
 
 
30.11.2001 
 
 
 
24 – 25.05.2001 
 
 
 
 
 
15 – 16.12.2000 
 
 

 
“The Fight Against Terrorism in International Law: The Quest for 
Checks and Balances”, paper delivered at the Conference on 
‘Democracy, Separation of Powers and the Fight against 
Terrorism: Is There a Quest for New Paradigms?’, organized 
jointly by the Graduate Institute of International Studies and the 
Faculty of Law of the University of Geneva 
 
‘Introductory Paper’, presented at the Workshop: « The Mexican 
soft drinks dispute: implications for regionalism and for trade and 
sustainable development », Geneva, ICTSD (International Centre 
on Trade and Sustainable Development) 
 
“The Jurisdiction of the Court and the Question of Judicial 
Propriety”, paper delivered at the “ESIL Research Forum on 
International Law: Contemporary Issues”, in the framework of a 
special panel on ‘The ICJ Advisory Opinion on the Legal 
Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in Palestinian 
Territory”, Geneva 
 
“Les dissonances du droit international”, paper delivered at the 
Conference  “Quel droit international pour le XXIème siècle?”, 
organised by the University of Neuchâtel and the Swiss Foreign 
Ministry, Neuchâtel (Switzerland) 
 
‘Jus cogens violations, municipal courts and remedies for victims of 
human rights atrocities: the way ahead”, paper delivered at the 
Workshop: “In Search for Justice and Accountability in the XXIst 
Century”, Yale Law School 
 
"The UN and the Unilateral Use of Force by States: a Recurrent 
Dilemma", paper delivered at the Workshop ‘Winds of War: Iraq, 
the United States and the Institutional Crisis of the European 
Union’, Milan, Catholic University 
 
"Managing the Risk of International Terrorism". Paper delivered at 
the Conference: "Risk and Public Policy", Spetzes (Athens) 
 
“The Status of the Precautionary Principle in International Law”. 
Paper delivered at the Conference: “The Precautionary Principle in 
International and European Community Law”, Modena 
 
“Ad-hocism and the Rule of Law”. Paper delivered at the 
Symposium on “The Impact on International Law of a decade of 
Measures Against Iraq”, organized jointly by the European Journal 
of International Law and Michigan Law School, European 
University Institute, Florence 
 
"State Immunity and Human Rights".  Paper delivered at the 
Conference: "Customary Law, State Responsibility and Human 
Rights Violations", organised by the Political Science Department, 
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10 – 11.04.2000 
 
 
 
 
 
22 – 23.10.1999 
 
 
 
16 – 17.01.1998 
 
 
 
 
10 – 13.09.1997 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 – 8.05.1997 
 
 
 
 
15 – 18.06.1995 
 
 
 
 
 
10.10.1994 
 
 
 
 
08 – 10.10.1993 
 
 
 
21 – 22.06.1993 
 
 
 
08.03.1993 
 
 

University of Siena 
 
“The Impact of International Trade Law on Environmental Law 
and Process”. Paper delivered at the Conference: “Environment, 
Human Rights and the Liberalisation of International Trade”, 
organised jointly by the University of Siena and the University of 
Milan-Bicocca. Siena 
 
“Asylum in International and European Union Law”. Paper 
delivered at the the Conference: “Immigration, Asylum and 
Citizenship”, organised by the University of Parma. Parma 
 
“Liability in Respect of Ecological Damage”. Paper submitted at 
the “Workshop on Environmental Liability”, organised by the 
University of Cambridge and the Commission of the European 
Communities. Cambridge 
 
“The Assessment of Environmental Damage in International 
Treaty Practice”. Paper delivered at the workshop on “Civil 
Liability for Environmental Harm: Selected Questions of 
Comparative, European and International Law”, organisd by the 
University of Milan and by the European Science Foundation. 
Gargnano (Brescia) 
 
“Harmonizing Liability Rules for Environmental Damage in 
Europe: Achievements and Prospects”. Paper delivered at the 
Conference: “Towards a New European Jus Commune”, organised 
by the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Jerusalem 
 
“Harm to the Environment in Italian Practice: the Interaction of 
International Law and Domestic Law”. Paper delivered at the 
Conference: “Harm to the Environment: the Right to 
Compensation and the Assessment of Damages”, Turku/Abo 
(Finland) 
 
“New Institutional Arrangements and Old Paradigms: Some 
Remarks on the Nature of the European Union”. Paper delivered 
at the Conference: “Today’s Europe: Present Situation and Trends 
in Italy and the Nordic Countries”, Oslo 
 
“Jurisdictional Rules in Customary International Law: Selected 
Issues”. International  Symposium on Extra-territorial 
Jurisdiction, Dresden 
 
“Overcoming the Jurisdictional Hurdle of State Immunity”. 
International Conference on the Role of Domestic Courts in the 
Enforcement of International Human Rights 
 
“Liability for Environmental Damage. an Italian View in a 
European Perspective”. Lessons From Europe 1993: Workshop 
on the Impact of European Environmental Law on Italian and 
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18 – 19.10.1991 
 
 
23 – 24.03.1990 
 
 
 
 
 
20 – 21.01.1990 
 
 
 
03.1989 – 
06.1989  
 
 
 
10.1987 

Dutch Policies, Amsterdam 
 
“The International Lawyer’s Perspective”. Seminar on European 
Citizenship: Legal Aspects, Siena 
 
“Environmental Harm Resulting From the Use of Nuclear Power 
Sources in Outer  Space: Some Remarks on State 
Responsibility and Liability”. Conference on International 
Responsibility for environmental harm resulting From Industrial 
Activities, Siena 
 
“The International Safeguard System Applicable to Nuclear-
Powered Space Objects” (in Italian). Conference on the 
International Legal Regime of Outer Space, Trieste (Italy) 
 
“Costs and Benefits of EC Membership for Italian Environmental 
Policy”. Erasmus research project on Costs and Benefits of 
european Community Membership: a Twelve Nations Study, Joint 
Seminar (Universities of Siena/Bonn/Oxford), Siena 
 
“The Non-Proliferation Treaty and Articles 10 and 11 of the 
Italian Constitution”. Joint Seminar of the Universities of Siena 
and Munich o International Law and the Constitution, Siena 
 

 
CURRENT PROJECTS 

BOOKS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘International Humanitarian Law and Terrorism’. This two-year project, 
financed by the Swiss National Fund for Research (FNSR), aims 
to provide a sound and independent assessment of the relevance 
of international humanitarian law to terrorism. The project, well 
under way, will be brought to completion in 2008. 
 
‘Terrorisme et droit international: les défis à relever’. This book, 
commissioned by the Geneva-based Foundation Société Académique, 
is meant to reach out to a wide public. By an easy-to-read style, it 
should allow the reader to acquire a basic knowledge of the 
international legal instruments which should constrain the conduct 
of States in the fight against international terrorism. Such issues as 
the use of force against terrorist groups, treatment of terrorist 
suspects, abductions and extraordinary renditions will be analysed 
with a view to providing an understanding of the legality (or lack 
thereof) of current practices. The book should be published in the 
course of 2008 for a French publishing company (at present 
contractual arrangements are being negotiated with two major 
publishing houses). 
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