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EXPERTISE 
 
 
Keith Krause is Programme Director of the Small Arms Survey, an internationally-recognized 
research centre NGO he founded in 2001. The Small Arms Survey is the main source of 
information and analysis for international public policy on small arms issues. Keith is also 
Professor at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, 
Switzerland; and Director of its Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding. 
 
He is one of the foremost international experts on all aspects of the issue of small arms and 
armed violence, and has overseen or conducted several short and long-term research projects 
(with outputs ranging from short policy-relevant papers to academically published works) on 
different dimensions of the issue. Has a particular expertise in evidence-based and policy-
relevant research, research design and methodology, and strategic project development. 
 
Keith’s research interests include the changing character of contemporary armed violence, 
peace-building and state-building, and multilateral security cooperation. He has authored and 
edited or co-edited several books, journal articles and book chapters. Keith is dual 
Swiss/Canadian, and received his MPhil and DPhil from Balliol College, Oxford, where he was 
a Rhodes Scholar. 
 
He has been a consultant for various international agencies and governments. 

 
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Oxford University, M.Phil (1985), D.Phil in International Relations, 1987. 
Thesis on international arms transfers, concentration on strategic/security studies 
and politics of the Middle East. 

 
University of Alberta, B.A. (First Class Honours) in Political Science, 1982.   

Additional courses in Economics and Philosophy. 
 
 
CURRENT POSITION(S) 
 
  Director, Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding, Oct. 1999 - present 

Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 
  Responsible for coordinating policy-relevant research projects and outreach, 

submitting grant applications, managing small office staff, working with team of 
academic colleagues, producing targeted publication. 
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Programme Director, Small Arms Survey July 1999 - present 
  Responsible for all aspects of 20-person research NGO, including developing and 

conducting research projects, policy development and outreach, publications, 
fundraising and strategic planning. Participated in several discrete research 
projects over the last ten years. 

 
Professor, International Relations Oct. 1994 - present 

Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 
 Teaching and research specialization: conflict and security, political violence, 
new forms of armed conflict, multilateral security cooperation. 

 
 
PROJECTS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 

 
2000-11 Small Arms Survey, a research/yearbook project with an annual budget of 

more than 6 million US dollars from ten donor governments. Conceived 
and implemented project, hired staff, established infrastructure. 

2002-11 Geneva Forum, 330,000 CHF continuation grant from the Ford 
Foundation. Subsequently received the support of five governments 
(approx. 1,800,000 CHF total) to continue the work in 2003-2011. 

2006-2007 “Transnational and Non-State Armed Groups and International Law,” 
research project jointly conducted with the Harvard Programme on 
Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research, 670,000 CHF. 

2000-01 Geneva Forum on contemporary arms control and disarmament issues. 
450,000 CHF grant from the Ford Foundation, in partnership with the 
Quaker UN Office and UNIDIR. 

1999  Small Arms Survey, project planning and start-up grants (660,000 CHF 
total), Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. 

1998  Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (48,000 CHF), workshop 
grant, small arms and light weapons issues, 

1998  Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (36,000 CHF), seminar 
grant, Geneva Forum. 

1994  Social Science and Humanities Research Council ($52,000, three-year 
research grant). 

1983  Rhodes Scholarship. 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS (Selected) 
 
 Books 
 
The Global Burden of Armed Violence 2011: Lethal Encounters (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2011). Co-edited (with Elisa Gilgen and Robert Muggah), co-wrote one 
chapter. 
 
Small Arms Survey 2001-2011 (eleven editions) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
various years). Commissioned chapters and research, co-edited chapters and introduction, co-
wrote occasional chapters. 
 



 
 

 3

Armed Groups and Contemporary Conflicts: Challenging the Weberian State (London: 
Routledge, 2010). Editor. Also published as a special issue of Contemporary Security Policy, 
30:2 (August 2009). 
 
The Global Burden of Armed Violence (Geneva: Geneva Declaration Secretariat, 2008). 
Conceptualized project, commissioned chapters and research, co-edited chapters, co-wrote 
introduction. 
 
Critical Security Studies (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1997). Edited with 
Michael C. Williams. Reviewed in International Journal, International Affairs, Canadian 
Journal of Political Science. 
 
Arms and the State:  Patterns of Military Production and Trade (Cambridge:  Cambridge 
University Press, 1992).  
 

Selected Articles (last ten years) 
 
“Hybrid Violence: Locating the Use of Force in Postconflict Settings,” Global Governance, 18:1 
(2012), 39-56. 
 
“Leashing the Dogs of War: Arms Control from Sovereignty to Governmentality,” 
Contemporary Security Policy, 32:1 (April 2011). 
 
(with Phil Cook and Wendy Cukier; equal authorship), “The Illicit Firearms Trade in North 
America,” Criminology and Criminal Justice, 9:3 (2009), 265-286.  
 
(with Jennifer Milliken), “Introduction: The Challenge of Non-State Armed Groups,” 
Contemporary Security Policy, 30:2 (August 2009), 202-220. 
 
“Beyond Definition: Violence in a Global Perspective,” Global Crime, 10:4 (November 2009), 
337-355. 
 
(with Robert Muggah) “Closing the Gap between Peace Operations and Post-Conflict Insecurity: 
Towards a Violence Reduction Agenda,” International Peacekeeping, 16:1 (February 2009), 
136-150. 
 
“Building the Agenda of Human Security: Policy and Practice within the Human Security 
Network,” International Social Science Journal, 59:1 (September 2008), 65-79. Also published 
as an edited volume: Moufida Goucha and John Crowley, eds., Rethinking Human Security 
(Paris: UNESCO, 2008).  
 
(with Robert Muggah) “A True Measure of Success? The Discourse and Practice of Human 
Security in Haiti,” The Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations, 7:1 
(Winter-Spring 2006), 129-141. Abridged version of book chapter cited below. 
 
(with Jennifer Milliken) “State Failure, State Collapse and State Reconstruction: Concepts, 
Lessons and Strategies,” Development and Change, 33:5 (November 2002), 753-774. 
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“Multilateral Diplomacy, Norm-Building and UN Conferences: The Case of Small Arms and 
Light Weapons,”Global Governance, 8:2 (April-June 2002), 247-263. 
 

Selected Chapters or other Publications (last ten years) 
 
(with Elisabeth Gilgen and Robert Muggah). Measuring and Monitoring Armed Violence: Goals, 
Targets and Indicators. (New York: UNDP, 2010). 30 pages. 
 
“Small Arms,” in J. Peter Burgess, ed., Handbook of New Security Studies (London: Routledge: 
2010), 27-38. 
 
“War, Violence and the State,” in Michael Brzoska and Axel Krohn, eds., Securing Peace in a 
Globalized World (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), 183-202. 
 
“Human Security,” in Vincent Chetail, ed., Peacebuilding and Post-conflict Reconstruction:  a 
Practical and Bilingual Lexicon / Lexique pratique bilingue sur la consolidation de la paix et la 
reconstruction post-conflictuelle (Oxford University Press, forthcoming 2009). 
 
“New Forms of Violence,” in Patrick Cronin, ed., The Impenetrable Fog of War: Essays on 
Modern War and Strategic Surprise (Westport, CT: Praeger International Security, 2008), 31-45. 
 
“Critical Perspectives on Human Security,” (in German) in Cornelia Ulbert and Sascha Werthes, 
eds., Menschliche Sicherheit: Globale Herausforderungen und regionale Perspektiven (Baden 
Baden: Nomos: 2008), 31-50. 
 
“Disarmament,” in Thomas Weiss and Sam Daws, eds., The Oxford Handbook on the United 
Nations (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 287-299. 
 
“Small Arms, Big Killers,” in Paul Heinbecker and Patricia Goff, eds., Irrelevant or 
Indispensable?: The United Nations in the 21st Century (Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University 
Press, 2005), 105-112. 
 
“Facing the Challenge of Small Arms: The UN and Global Security Governance,” in Richard 
Price and Mark Zacher, eds., The United Nations and Global Security (London: Macmillan, 
2004), 21-38. 
 
 “Structural and Cultural Challenges to Arms Control in Intra-state and Post-Conflict 
Environments,” in Ian Anthony and Adam Daniel Rotfeld, eds., A Future Arms Control Agenda, 
Proceedings of Nobel Symposium no. 118 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 127-139. 
 
 
PUBLIC POLICY AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
Member, Swiss delegation to the biannual conferences to review the implementation of the 
United Nations Programme of Action to Combat the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light 
Weapons in all its Aspects, New York, 7-11 July 2003, 11-15 July 2005, 14-18 July 2008, 14-18 
June 2010. 
 
Member, OECD INCAF Advisory Committee on “Armed Violence and Development,” 2009-
2010. 
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Conference co-organizer, “Violence against Women: Disabling Development,” organized under 
the auspices of the Geneva Declaration/Small Arms Survey, Geneva, 25-26 March 2010. 
 
Lead drafter, United Nations Secretary-General’s report on Promoting development through the 
reduction and prevention of armed violence, A/64/228, September 2009. 
 
Co-contributor, OECD DAC Policy Paper on Armed Violence Reduction and Prevention (Paris: 
OECD, 2008). 
 
Coordinator, Geneva Declaration Secretariat, 2008-present. This includes responsibility for 
projects under the “Measuring and Monitoring” pillar of the Geneva Declaration on Armed 
Violence and Development “Framework for Implementation.” 
 
Advisory Board Member, ECOWAS Small Arms Programme, 2007-present. 
 
Lead Drafter, Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development and participant, 
planning and then core group, 2006-2009. 
 
Conference co-organizer, “Transnational and Non-State Armed Groups,” joint conference with 
the Harvard Program on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research, Geneva, 24-25 April 2008. 
 
Conference co-organizer, “Measuring and Mapping Armed Violence: Inter-disciplinary 
Approaches,” Geneva, 4-5 June 2007. 
 
Co-coordinator, strategic review of UNDP programming on small arms and development 
(SADU) in 15 countries, 2006. 
 
Support Officer on Small Arms (secondment), Forum for Security Cooperation, Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, December 2001 - April 2002. 
 
Conference organizer, “Human Security and Human Development: Linkages and Opportunities,” 
expert conference sponsored by the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs as its 
contribution to the inter-ministerial meeting of the Human Security Network, Geneva, 8-9 March 
2001. 
 
Conference organizer, “State Collapse and Reconstruction: Lessons and Strategies,” academic 
conference sponsored jointly by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the 
Programme for Strategic and International Security Studies (IUHEI), Geneva, 7-9 December 
2000. 
 
UN Department of Disarmament Affairs, Small Arms. Participated in expert group on licensing 
of arms manufacturers and dealers. UN document A/54/160, 6 July 1999.  
 
Numerous public, scholarly and media presentations on different aspects of international 
security. 


