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The UNHCR and the Global Cold War 

GIIS, 19 October, 2007 
 
 

SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
 
Dr. Vincent Chetail has been a member of the faculty at the Graduate 
Institue of International Studies (GIIS) since 2003.  He is also Research 
Director at the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and 
Human Rights, Vice-president of the French-speaking Network of 
International Law and Adjunct Professor of International Law at Webster 
University.  He teaches or has taught in various institutions such as the 
University of Lausanne, Lyon III Jean Moulin, Paris XI, Tunis, as well as the 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law in San Remo, the 
Interdisciplinary Programme in Humanitarian Action of the Graduate 
Institute of Development Studies and the Centre for Applied Studies in 
International Negotiations.  Vincent Chetail is co-director of the collections 
“Organisation internationale et relations internationales” and “Axes” at 
Bruylant, Brussels.  Member of the editorial board of the Refugee Survey 
Quarterly (Oxford University Press), he regularly serves as a consultant to the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
 
 
Dr. Jérôme B. Elie recently completed his Ph.D. in International History and 
Politics at the GIIS.  His research focused on “The End of the Cold War as a 
Systemic Transition: Thinking about the New World Order in the Soviet Union 
and the United States (1984-1992)”.  He has also published articles on the 
history of the Anglo-American Special Relationship.  He was Albert Gallatin 
Fellow and Visiting Junior Researcher at The Paul H. Nitze School of 
Advanced International Studies (SAIS, Johns Hopkins), USA (2003-2004) and 
Visiting Junior Researcher at the University of Dundee, Scotland (2004-
2005).  Since September 2006, he has acted as the Research Coordinator in 
the research and archival project "UNHCR and the Global Cold War, 1971-
1984", headed by Prof. Jussi Hanhimäki (GIIS). 
 
 
Prof. Guy S. Goodwin-Gill is a Senior Research Fellow of All Souls College, 
Oxford, Professor of International Refugee Law at Oxford and former Rubin 
Director of Research, Institute of European Studies (1998-2002).  He was 
Visiting Professor at the GIIS in 2004-2005.  Earlier in his career, he served 
in the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
principally as a Legal Adviser, in various countries from 1976-1988.  He is the 
Founding Editor of the International Journal of Refugee Law, the author of 
The Refugee in International Law (3rd edition with Dr. Jane McAdam, 2007), 
and co-editor with Ian Brownlie of Basic Documents on Human Rights (5th 
edition, 2006).  He is also a Barrister at Blackstone Chambers, London. 
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Dr. Ivor C. Jackson has worked for the UNHCR for 30 years, including as 
Deputy Director of the organization’s Department of International Protection.  
He has also published widely in academic journals such as the International 
Journal of Refugee Law and the Refugee Survey Quarterly.  In 1999, he 
published The Refugee Concept in Group Situations (The Hague, M. Nijhoff).  
He holds a Ph.D. from the Law Department of the University of Geneva. 
 
 
Mr. Gilbert Jaeger began his long career with UNHCR in 1951 as a 
consultant Financial Expert on assignment in Vienna.  He subsequently 
accepted the newly created post of Economic Advisor in 1952.  In 1962, he 
was appointed UNHCR Representative in Belgium where he stayed until 
1965, when he returned to Geneva as Director for Africa and Asia.  In 1972 
Mr. Jaeger was appointed Director of Assistance, before becoming Director of 
Protection 1977.  He retired from UNHCR in 1979. 
 
 
Dr. Judith Kumin joined UNHCR in 1979.  She has been UNHCR’s Regional 
Representative in Brussels since August 2004.  Previously she headed the 
agency's programs for orderly departure from Vietnam and for resettlement of 
Indochinese refugees, directed UNHCR's Information Service, and served as 
Representative in Yugoslavia, Germany and Canada.  She has been Visiting 
Professor of Human Rights at Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario and at 
the Pearson Peacekeeping Center in Nova Scotia.  Ms. Kumin holds a Ph.D. in 
international relations from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy (Tufts 
University, Medford, USA). 
 
 
Ms. Katrin Milzow is a Ph.D. student at the GIIS, where she is completing a 
thesis entitled “’National Interests’ and European Integration, Discourse and 
Politics (1997-2004)”.  She has published several articles analysing political 
discourses of European integration in Britain, France and Germany.  For the 
past year, she has been working as a Researcher in the research and archival 
project "UNHCR and the Global Cold War, 1971-1984", headed by Prof. Jussi 
Hanhimäki (GIIS), taking a particular interest in official and public attitudes 
towards foreigners and asylum seekers in the Federal Republic of Germany, 
as well as in relations between the FRG and UNHCR.  In this context, an 
emphasis on the evolution of conceptions of Germany’s international 
responsibilities provides a link between her Ph.D. thesis and her research at 
UNHCR. 
 
 
Dr. Alessandro Monsutti teaches social anthropology, Middle Eastern 
studies, migration studies and methods in the social sciences at the Graduate 
Institute of Development Studies (IUED), Geneva.  He has completed several 
periods of fieldwork in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran since 1993, and more 
recently in Western countries among Afghan refugees and migrants thanks to 
a grant of the MacArthur Foundation, Chicago (2004-2006).  His work focuses 
on migratory networks and economic strategies, ethnicity, power and conflict 
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at the local level, and humanitarian assistance.  His main publications 
include: War and Migration: Social Networks and Economic Strategies of the 
Hazaras of Afghanistan (Routledge, 2005); Entre ordre et subversion: logiques 
plurielles, alternatives, écarts, paradoxes, edited with Suzanne Chappaz-
Wirthner and Olivier Schinz (Karthala, 2007); The Other Shiites: From the 
Mediterranean to Central Asia, edited with Silvia Naef and Farian Sabahi 
(Peter Lang, 2007). 
 
 
Mr. Nicholas Morris was a staff member of the Office of the UNHCR from 
1973-2001.  His field assignments included postings in Africa, Asia, and 
Europe.  Headquarters assignments included appointments as the first Chief 
of the UNHCR Emergency Unit, as Deputy Director of the Regional Bureau for 
Africa, and as Director of the Division of Programmes and Operational 
Support.  He served as the High Commissioner’s Special Envoy for the Gulf 
emergency (1991), for repatriation to Afghanistan (1992-3), for the former 
Yugoslavia (1993-4), and for the former Yugoslavia and Albania (1998-9).  
Prior to retirement, he was the UNHCR Inspector General.  In retirement he 
has written and lectured on humanitarian matters and undertaken 
assignments for Amnesty International and the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
 
 
Mr. Angelo Rasanayagam was Chief of Mission for the United Nations in Iran 
and a number of other countries, before becoming the first Chief of Mission of 
the UNHCR in the Islamic Republic of Iran (1985-1986), and then Director of 
the UNHCR office in Peshawar, Pakistan (1991-1993).  He has recently 
published: Afghanistan, A Modern History: Monarchy, Despotism or 
Democracy? The Problems of Governance in the Muslim Tradition (London: I. B. 
Tauris, 2003; 2005).  He is also a GIIS Alumnus. 
 
Mr. Rüdiger Schöch recently graduated from the Graduate Institute of 
International Studies with his DEA thesis on “UNHCR and the Global Cold 
War – National Interest vs. Humanitarian Mandate: Assistance to Afghan 
Refugees in Pakistan during the Soviet Occupation of Afghanistan”, which 
was awarded the Certificate of merit of the Association of the Swiss 
International Civil Servants (AFIS).  He is currently working as Researcher in 
the research and archival project "UNHCR and the Global Cold War, 1971-
1984", headed by Prof. Jussi Hanhimäki (GIIS). 
 
 
Mr. Gerald Walzer has served at the UNHCR in several senior and executive 
level assignments, both at Headquarters and in the Field, during his forty 
years with the Organization.  Prior to his retirement in 1999 he was Deputy 
High Commissioner for six years.  Gerald Walzer was UNHCR Chief of Mission 
in Pakistan during 1982-1984. 


