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Scope 

 

> Definitions 

> Stakeholders of the Swiss scene 

> A particularity of cleantech: the so called “DVD” 

> Facts and Figures 

> Status and trends of cleantech in Switzerland 
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Cleantech are … 

> All kind of products, 

services and technologies 

…  

 

… allowing sustainable 

use of resources … 

 

… so as the development 

of renewable energies  
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Categories and  

sub-categories of  

the cleantech sector 

 

 

Particularity :  

No international recognized categorization 
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An overview of Swiss cleantech start-ups in figures 



www.cleantech-alps.com - info@cleantech-alps.com 

Western Switzerland Cleantech Cluster 

 

Life cycle of cleantech start-up and 

financing steps 
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Swiss financing stakeholders’ community 

(Who invest when ?) 
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Which financial actors are involved in which stages ? 
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Which financial actors are involved in which stages ? 
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Life cycle of cleantech start-up and 

financing steps 
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Financing needs of a cleantech start-up over 

its life cycle  
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“Death valley” 

> The realization of an industrial pilot (demonstrator) 
deployed in the field can cost from 5 to 10 million francs,  

 

> The transition to a production line can easily cost ten 
times as much,  

 

> And this before a significant turnover is generated, 

 

> This plays a key role on the road to commercialization 

 

>  . 
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“Death valley” 

> The realization of an industrial pilot (demonstrator) 
deployed in the field can cost from 5 to 10 million francs,  

 

> The transition to a production line can easily cost ten 
times as much,  

 

> And this before a significant turnover is generated 

 

> This plays a key role on the road to commercialization 

 

> Sometimes even two successive valleys of death !!!  
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Proof of 

concept 

and first 

pilot 

Demonstrator 

(industrial pilot) 
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What we observe … 

> In general, the financing instruments available to 

cleantech companies are a priori not adapted to 

their needs at this decisive stage 

 

> October 2018 … where do we stand ?  
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Amounts invested in cleantech start-ups between 2006 and 2016 

(in millions CHF) 
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Amounts raised by cleantech start-ups  

by sectors (period 2006/2016) 
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Investment trends 

> 2006/2016: CHF 200 millions (cumulative) 

› Without M&A, bankruptcy, … 

› Understimation with factor 2 to 3 

 

> 2017 « Magic number »: CHF 3 millions 

 

> Fund raised 2018: 
› Bestmile: $11 millions - Round A 

› Ecorobotix: CHF 10.6 millions - Round B 

› DEPsys: CHF 2 millions - Round A2 

› WayRay: $80 millions - Round C 

 

> In Switzerland, cleantech expects to follow the Biotech 
ramp-up with a 15/20 years delay 
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Source : https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109   

https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
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Source : https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109   

In Switzerland, cleantech expects to follow 

the Biotech ramp-up with a 15/20 years 

delay… 

https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
https://www.24heures.ch/news/news/pluie-argent-startup-lepfl/story/24269109
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Where do we go … 
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2010 2015 2020 2025 

Emergence 

2010 - 2015 

Cleantech development in Switzerland 
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2010 2015 2020 2025 

Consolidation  

2015 - 2020 

Emergence 

2010 - 2015 

Cleantech development in Switzerland 
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2010 2015 2020 2025 

Consolidation  

2015 - 2020 

Large scale deployment  

2020 - 2025+ 

Emergence 

2010 - 2015 

Cleantech development in Switzerland 
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2010 2015 2020 2025 

Consolidation  

2015 - 2020 
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Large scale deployment  

2020 - 2025+ 

Emergence 

2010 - 2015 

C
o
n
fé

re
n
c
e
 d

e
 l
’in

n
o
v
a
ti
o
n
 s

u
r 

le
s
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h

 

L
a
n
c
e
m

e
n
t 
d
u
 M

a
s
te

rp
la

n
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h
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2010 2015 2020 2025 

Consolidation  

2015 - 2020 
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Large scale deployment  

2020 - 2025+ 

Emergence 

2010 - 2015 
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2010 2015 2020 2025 

Consolidation  

2015 - 2020 

F
o
n
d
a
ti
o
n
 d

e
 C

le
a
n
te

c
h
A

lp
s
  

F
o

n
d
a
ti
o
n
 d

e
 C

le
a
n
te

c
h
 S

w
it
z
e
rl
a
n
d

 

L
a
n
c
e
m

e
n
t 
d
e
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h
 G

E
, 
c
le

a
n
te

c
h
 F

R
, 
…

  

A
c

c
id

e
n

t 
n

u
c

lé
a

ir
e
 d

e
 F

u
k

u
s

h
im

a
  

D
o
ri
s
 L

e
u
th

a
rd

 r
e
v
e
n
d
iq

u
e
 l
a
 s

o
rt

ie
 d

u
 n

u
c
lé

a
ir
e

 

P
la

n
 d

’a
c
ti

o
n

 r
e
c
h

e
rc

h
e
 é

n
e
rg

é
ti

q
u

e
 s

u
is

s
e
 (

la
n

c
e

m
e

n
t 

d
e

s
 S

C
C

E
R

) 

E
x
te

n
s
io

n
 d

u
 P

ro
g

ra
m

m
e
 P

+
D

 a
u

x
 p

ro
je

ts
 p

h
a
re

s
 

L
a
n

c
e
m

e
n

t 
d

u
 F

o
n

d
 d

e
 T

e
c
h

n
o

lo
g

ie
 

 

Large scale deployment  

2020 - 2025+ 

Emergence 

2010 - 2015 

C
o
n
fé

re
n
c
e
 d

e
 l
’in

n
o
v
a
ti
o
n
 s

u
r 

le
s
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h

 

L
a
n
c
e
m

e
n
t 
d
u
 M

a
s
te

rp
la

n
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h

 
Cleantech development in Switzerland 



www.cleantech-alps.com - info@cleantech-alps.com 

Western Switzerland Cleantech Cluster 

 

2010 2015 2020 2025 

Consolidation  

2015 - 2020 
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2015 - 2020 

F
o
n
d
a
ti
o
n
 d

e
 C

le
a
n
te

c
h
A

lp
s
  

F
o

n
d
a
ti
o
n
 d

e
 C

le
a
n
te

c
h
 S

w
it
z
e
rl
a
n
d

 

L
a
n
c
e
m

e
n
t 
d
e
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h
 G

E
, 
c
le

a
n
te

c
h
 F

R
, 
…

  

A
c

c
id

e
n

t 
n

u
c

lé
a

ir
e
 d

e
 F

u
k

u
s

h
im

a
  

D
o
ri
s
 L

e
u
th

a
rd

 r
e
v
e
n
d
iq

u
e
 l
a
 s

o
rt

ie
 d

u
 n

u
c
lé

a
ir
e

 

P
la

n
 d

’a
c
ti

o
n

 r
e
c
h

e
rc

h
e
 é

n
e
rg

é
ti

q
u

e
 s

u
is

s
e
 (

la
n

c
e

m
e

n
t 

d
e

s
 S

C
C

E
R

) 

E
x
te

n
s
io

n
 d

u
 P

ro
g

ra
m

m
e
 P

+
D

 a
u

x
 p

ro
je

ts
 p

h
a
re

s
 

L
a
n

c
e
m

e
n

t 
d

u
 F

o
n

d
 d

e
 T

e
c
h

n
o

lo
g

ie
 

 

Large scale deployment  

2020 - 2025+ 

Emergence 

2010 - 2015 

C
o
n
fé

re
n
c
e
 d

e
 l
’in

n
o
v
a
ti
o
n
 s

u
r 

le
s
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h

 

L
a
n
c
e
m

e
n
t 
d
u
 M

a
s
te

rp
la

n
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h

 
Cleantech development in Switzerland 

«
D

ilu
ti
o
n
»
 d

u
 M

a
s
te

rp
la

n
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h

 

D
is

s
o
lu

ti
o
n
 d

e
 C

le
a
n
te

c
h
 S

w
it
z
e
rl
a
n
d
 

C
O

P
2

1
 /
 A

c
c

o
rd

 d
e
 P

a
ri

s
 

C
le

a
n
te

c
h
 G

E
 c

e
s
s
e
 s

e
s
 a

c
ti
v
it
é
s
 

In
a
u
g
u
ra

ti
o
n
 d

u
 G

o
th

a
rd

 (
tu

n
n
e
l 
d
e
 b

a
s
e
) 

A
p
p
ro

b
a
ti
o
n
 d

e
 l
a
 s

tr
a
té

g
ie

 é
n
e
rg

é
ti
q
u
e
 2

0
5
0

 

A
rr

ê
t 
d
e
 c

le
a
n
te

c
h
 F

R
 



www.cleantech-alps.com - info@cleantech-alps.com 

Western Switzerland Cleantech Cluster 

 

2010 2015 2020 2025 

Consolidation  
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