
EXECUTIVE CERTIFICATE  

GLOBAL HEALTH DIPLOMACY
NEGOTIATING HEALTH IN AN 
INTERDEPENDENT WORLD  
>	 Immerse in current and emerging issues of global health
>	 Participatory modules with leading practitioners
>	 Combine theory and practice through guest lectures, multi-

stakeholder panels, and negotiation exercises 
>	 Connect with mid- and senior level professionals from 

diverse background and expand your network 
 
Format	 Three modules to be completed over a period 
	 of one year
Tuition 	 CHF 9,600 (further details online)
Applications	 Rolling admissions (from June 2018)
Contact	 globalhealthdiplomacy@graduateinstitute.ch

As health moves beyond the purely technical to become an ever 
more critical element in foreign policy, security policy and trade 
agreements, new skills are needed to negotiate global regimes, 
international agreements and treaties, and to maintain rela-
tions with a wide range of diverse stakeholders in this area. 

The Certificate of Advanced Studies in Global Health Diplomacy 
provides the opportunity to learn about current global health 
issues from renowned experts and diplomats, to reflect upon 
the interface of global politics and domestic policies, and to 
navigate complex governance systems to attain better health 
outcomes. 

OBJECTIVES 
>	 Understand the system and method of global health diplo-

macy and the importance of governance for health
>	 Develop knowledge on the political determinants of health 

and engage in related cross-cutting themes 
>	 Learn about instruments, actors and venues of global health 

diplomacy in a changing international context
>	 Enhance negotiation skills and practice strategic thinking 

in policy making on global health

All our modules are highly participatory, drawing on the nation-
al and international professional experiences of participants 
through a multi-disciplinary learning process. They include 
lectures by internationally-renowned experts and negotiators, 
case studies, and working groups. Skill-building activities will 
complement the learning experience.

AUDIENCE
The target audience includes decisions makers and represen-
tatives from governments, international organisations, global 
health initiatives and other stakeholders in global health, such 
as civil society, foundations, private sector, networks and 
alliances.

DEGREE
Successful participants will receive an Executive Certificate 
(Certificate of Advanced Studies) in Global Health Diplomacy 
from the Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies (15 ECTS). This certificate can be combined with other 
modules and programmes leading to an Executive Master.  
Learn more online:  graduateinstitute.ch/executive 



PROGRAMME CONTENT 
MODULE 1 - Global Health Diplomacy 
This module is mandatory to all participants. It provides insights 
into today’s landscape of global health diplomacy, organisations 
and stakeholders involved, venues, instruments and processes. It 
encompasses the analysis of the dynamics of recent negotiations 
and highlights current thematic priorities in global health. This 
module extends over a period of 5 days and can be attended either 
in English or in French. 

MODULE 2 – Two Thematic Tracks
Participants are offered the choice to further build their knowl-
edge in the field of global health and choose between one of the 
following two tracks: 

Track 1: Global Health Instruments and Participatory Processes 
This track provides more in-depth knowledge on both the instru-
ments in global health and the characteristics of multi-stakeholder 
processes. It is composed of a 3-day course on Negotiation of 
Global Health Instruments and a 3-day course on Global Health 
Diplomacy by Cities. 

Track 2: Negotiating Intellectual Property and Trade for Global 
Health 
This track provides a basic understanding of intellectual property 
and trade concepts and explores their relationship to global health. 
It promotes an understanding on how health concerns can be bet-
ter integrated into trade and IP-related agreements. 
  
MODULE 3 – Elective Topics of Specialization 
Participants have the opportunity to explore other issues linked 
to global health diplomacy, through the choice of two specialised 
courses among those on offer each year. The list of available 
specialised courses is regularly updated to follow ongoing global 
health debates. Please check the website for an up-to-date list of 
elective topics. In addition to the tracks above, those can include: 

>	 Global Health Diplomacy by Cities
>	 Global Health Diplomacy and Drug Policies
>	 Health Diplomacy and the Humanitarian Space
>	 Global Health Instruments

THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE, GENEVA:  
A WELL-ESTABLISHED REPUTATION
The Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies is an acclaimed institution of research and postgraduate 
education dedicated to the study of world affairs, with a particular 
emphasis on the cross-cutting fields of international relations and 
development issues. The Institute is longstanding member of the 
prestigious Association of Professional Schools of International 
Affairs (APSIA). Through our core activities, we aim to promote 
international cooperation and make a contribution to the progress 
of developing societies. More broadly, we endeavor to develop 
creative thinking on the major challenges of our time, foster global 
responsibility and advance respect for diversity.

The Global Health Centre (GHC) is the Graduate Institute’s 
research centre on governing the global health domain and global 
health diplomacy. It is one of the first of its kind and it reflects the 
wider trend in both the practice and the analysis of global health, 
which pays increasing attention to the links between health, for-
eign policy, trade and development. The Centre builds capacity by 
engaging in research, knowledge translation and diffusion as well 
as by conducting executive training in global health diplomacy for 
and with major stakeholders in Geneva and worldwide. The Global 
Health Centre offers courses in Geneva in collaboration with the 
Institute’s Executive Education Department and in cooperation 
with partners in other locations.

Executive Education incorporates the Institute’s thematic 
research on important global issues in its programmes for work-
ing professionals, and provides a multi-stakeholder platform for 
forward-looking analysis and professional development.

A UNIQUE INSTITUTION
Geneva is internationally recognised as the ‘Health Capital of the 
World’. It hosts not only the World Health Organization (WHO) 
but also more than 80 other organisations active in global health, 
with which the GHC is highly connected. This makes Geneva an 
ideal place to study, teach and research global health diplomacy.

CONTACT
Phone: + 41 22 908 45 62 
Email: globalhealthdiplomacy@graduateinstitute.ch
Address: Global Health Centre 
Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies
Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2 | Case Postale 1672
1211 Geneva 1 – Switzerland

 graduateinstitute.ch/globalhealth


