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ARTICLE

Of the Contemporary Global Order,
Crisis, and Change

The contemporary global order is widely
said to be in crisis, but wherein does this
“crisis” consist? Mette Eilstrup-Sangiovanni
and Stephanie Hofmann consider the
extent to which its basic principles –
sovereign inter-state relations and a
relatively open global economy – are
currently endangered, and conclude that
what we are witnessing is not the collapse
of the current world order, but rather its transformation and adaptation into a
broader, more flexible and multifaceted system of global governance (in Journal of
European Public Policy, online October 2019). DOI >
ARTICLE

The Institutional “Hinge”: How the End of the Cold War Conditioned
Canadian, Russian, and Swiss IR Scholarship
This article (in International Studies Perspectives, ekz021, October 2019) focuses on
the linkage between key global moments and the institutional factors that condition
IR scholarship. Using the case studies of three central parties to the Cold War conflict
(Russia as representative of the Eastern bloc, Canada of the Western alliance, and
Switzerland as a neutral polity), Thomas Biersteker et al. show how funding
schemes, the marketisation of education, and the creation of new IR departments
operate as effective “hinges” exerting significant influence over the ways scholars
develop ideas about international relations. DOI >
EDITED BOOK CHAPTER

The Role of Youth in Achieving the SDGs: Supporting Youth-Led Solutions
for Sustainable Food Systems
Increases in agricultural productivity and broader rural transformation critically
require skills and knowledge that rural youth are more likely to possess over older
adults. Accordingly, Dario Piselli, researcher at the Centre for International
Environmental Studies, et al. examine the negative impacts (outmigration,
unemployment and poverty) of unsustainable food systems on rural youth, before
focussing on young people’s actual contributions to sustainable food system
transformations, as well as on the importance of addressing the barriers that face
them (in Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals through Sustainable Food
Systems, R. Valentini et al., eds., Springer, online October 2019). DOI >
CONFERENCE REPORT

Microcosms of Global Capitalism
The 2019 Pierre du Bois Annual Conference contributed to the flourishing field of the
history of capitalism by using the framework of “microcosm”. The organisers,
Carolyn Biltoft and Amalia Ribi-Forclaz, brought together historians from a wide
range of academic institutions, including four Institute members: Maylis Avaro,
Lola Wilhelm, Michele Sollai and Geoffroy Legentilhomme. Full report >
CONTRIBUTION TO LIBER AMICORUM

A Wig for Arbitrators: What Does It Add?
This essay by Thomas Schultz and Clément Bachman first reviews the arguments
advanced in favour of hybrid international commercial courts – the return of the
state and the judge in the world of private international dispute resolution, with
expectations of better societal representation and the ameliorating invisible hand of
competition on the dispute resolution market; it finds no serious support for them
and argues that the development of hybrid commercial courts may backfire, further

fuelling the current pushback against privatized dispute resolution (in Vers les
sommets du droit: Liber amicorum pour Henry Peter, R. Trigo Trindade, R. Bahar et
G. Neri-Castracane, éd., Schulthess Verlag, 2019). Publisher >
THÈSE DE DOCTORAT

La protection des intérêts juridiques de l’Etat tiers dans le procès de
délimitation maritime
En mer, ce sont les revendications de plus que deux États qui bien souvent finissent
par se chevaucher et entrer en concurrence sur un seul et unique espace maritime.
Que peut faire le troisième intéressé lorsque deux États tentent de se partager
l’espace qu’il convoite devant un tribunal international? Telle est la question à
laquelle Lorenzo Palestini cherche à répondre dans sa thèse de doctorat en droit
international (2019). Interview >
Top

Democracy and Civil Society

ARTICLE

Revolturas: Resisting Multinational
Seed Corporations and Legal Seed
Regimes through Seed-Saving
Practices and Activism in Colombia
For Colombian indigenous agroecological
farmers, seed saving is a form of
resistance mobilised through narratives of
tradition, sovereignty, freedom and
environmental protection. In contrast, industrial farmers carry out seed saving
surreptitiously to minimise production costs and to resist the enclosure of seeds by
corporations. However, both types of seed saving practices challenge corporate seed
control. Can they be considered forms of seed sovereignty activism? ask Diedo
Silva Garzón , Post-Doctoral Researcher at the Democracy Centre, and Laura
Gutiérrez in their contribution to The Journal of Peasant Studies (online November
2019). DOI >
CASE STUDY

Women in Peace and Transition Processes: Somalia (2002–2004)
Women had an intermediate influence over the Somalia National Reconciliation
Conference held in the Kenyan cities of Eldoret and Mbagathi between October 2002
and October 2004. Jasper Linke, PhD candidate in Development Studies at the time
of reporting, shows that their crucial role as brokers between the conflict parties
prevented the negotiations from collapsing. Women’s group leaders were well
prepared throughout the process and strategically leveraged both national and
international support networks (IPTI Case Study Series, April 2019). Repository >
Top

Conflict, Dispute Settlement and Peacebuilding

PHD THESIS

The Repercussions of Occupation and
Armed Conflicts on Investment Treaty
Standards of Protection: A Balanced
Investor-State Relationship
Aiming to devise a balanced legal regime
for the protection of foreign investments in
armed conflicts and under occupation, Alia
Algazzar demonstrates that reshaping the
contemporary investment treaty regime through the integration of the relevant rules
governing the protection of civilians and their property under international
humanitarian law (IHL) could best balance the conflicting interests of host states and
foreign investments. Interview >
Top

Culture, Identity and Religion

ARTICLE

Beyond Culture and Power: The Role
of Party Ideologies in German Foreign
and Security Policy
Assuming that actors within national
conceptual boundaries share similar values
and preferences can create a blind spot for
important subnational variation. In this
article for German Politics (online May
2019), Stephanie Hofmann asks: what is the role of parties and party leadership in
formulating German foreign and security policy? She argues that we need to look at
political parties’ sub-national and intersubjective constructions of purpose to
understand the variegated expressions of what could and should be the “national”
norm at any point in time (and what is contested). DOI >
Top

Global Health

ARTICLE

Power in Global Governance: An
Expanded Typology from Global Health
The exercise of power permeates global
governance processes, making power a
critical concept for understanding,
explaining, and influencing the intersection
of global governance and health. This
article by Suerie Moon presents and
discusses three well-established conceptualisations of power – Dahl’s, Bourdieu’s,

and Barnett and Duvall’s – from different disciplines, finding that each is important
for understanding global governance but none is sufficient (in Global Health 15, 74,
November 2019). DOI >
EDITED BOOK CHAPTER

Biodiversity, Pathogen Sharing and International Law
While international biodiversity law was not designed with health in mind, it may
have significant consequences for sharing human pathogens for public health
purposes. This chapter, co-authored by Gian Luca Burci, analyses the relationships
between the biodiversity regime and the WHO framework to share influenza viruses
from the perspective of mutual supportiveness between overlapping regimes rather
than the establishment of a hierarchical relationship (in Environmental Health in
International and EU Law: Current Challenges and Legal Responses, St. Negri, ed.,
Routledge, November 2019). Publisher >
EDITED BOOK CHAPTER

EU Biodiversity Law and Its Health Impacts
This chapter deals with the health impacts of current European legislation in the field
of biodiversity. Riccardo Pavoni and Dario Piselli, Research Assistant at the Centre
for International Environmental Studies, argue that the critical contribution of EU
biodiversity law to human health and well-being remains a side-effect of its
conservation aims, and accordingly suggest a more effective integration of health
considerations within instruments such as the Birds and Habitats directives, for
example, through the concept of ecosystem services (in Environmental Health in
International and EU Law: Current Challenges and Legal Responses, St. Negri, ed.,
Routledge, November 2019). Publisher >
Top

Environment and Natural Resource

ARTICLE

The Hazards of Mainstreaming:
Climate Change Adaptation Politics in
Three Dimensions
How is climate change adaptation
conceived and implemented in the Global
South? Morgan Scoville-Simonds,
Postdoc at the Centre for International
Environmental Studies, has co-authored an
article with Marc Hufty and Hameed Jamali outlining how mainstreaming climate
change adaptation into pre-existing development structures depoliticises an
inherently political issue (in World Development, online September 2019).
Interview >
ARTICLE

Follow the Leader? Testing for the Internalization of Law
Shaun Larcom, Luca Panzone and Timothy Swanson empirically test how law is
internalised by attempting to disentangle the impacts of a legal change (a 5-pence
charge on the use of plastic bags) on intrinsic motivation and individual choice. They
measure behaviors and attitudes before and after the legal change and compare the

impacts across neighboring jurisdictions without the change. They find evidence for
the internalisation of the law. However, using mediation analysis, they also find that
internalisation of the law explains only around 5–8% of the change in behavior, the
rest being attributable to the direct effect of the charge (in The Journal of Legal
Studies, vol. 48, no. 1, January 2019). DOI >
Also available in the repository >
PHD THESIS

The Impact of Compliance Committees under Multilateral Environmental
Agreements on National Legal Orders
This PhD thesis in International Law (2019) assesses the impact that 18 compliance
institutions operating under multilateral environmental treaties have had on national
legal orders. The impact varies greatly, ranging from very low (almost none) to high
(almost 85%). As Gor Samvel explains, both the success and failure of these
institutions are closely tied to the general compliance context of the respective
treaties. Interview >
Top

Development Finance, Policies and Practices

ARTICLE

Taming the Global Financial Cycle:
What Role for the Global Financial
Safety Net?
What are the policy options available to
emerging markets to absorb the impact of
international capital flows? Focusing on the
role of the Global Financial Safety Net,
Cédric Tille, Béatrice Scheubel and Livio
Stracca argue in this article that no policy tool is effective against all types of crises;
hence, the usage of specific instruments needs to be tailored to the specific problem
at hand (in Journal of International Money and Finance, vol. 94, June 2019).
Interview with Cédric Tille >
ARTICLE

Promise and Pitfalls of Polytheism: A Critique of The World Development
Report 2017
In their critical examination of the WDR 2017, Shalini Randeria and Lys
Kulamadayil, Research Associate at the Global Governance Centre, find that it
marks a shift away from the single-minded worship of the market and from the
elevation of the state and the rule of law to the World Bank’s pantheon (in
International Development Policy, o nline December 2019). Its expansive polytheism
now includes law and recognises its local plurality along with its imbrication in power
asymmetries. But they also show why it is unlikely to generate either a coherent
theoretical perspective on law or a coherent set of policy recommendations. DOI >
EDITED BOOK

Philanthropy in Education: Diverse Perspectives and Global Trends
The authors of this book, coedited and introduced by Arushi Terway, Senior Lead
Research Associate at NORRAG, explore the many ways in which philanthropic actors

are engaging not only with local education sectors, in a variety of countries including
Brazil, Peru, Nigeria, the USA and India, but also larger trends in the sector such as
new approaches to finance, the role of global policy partnerships and expanded
possibilities for corporate social responsibility through corporate foundations (Edward
Elgar, November 2019). Available in open access at Elgaronline: DOI >
WORKING PAPER

Euro Area Sovereign Debt: Restructuring Options
Should countries with large debts stocks put in place mechanisms that will help them
better prepare for the possibility of crisis? In effect, the choice is whether to buy
insurance, with the risk that that markets see such proactive steps to protect against
a crisis not as an indication of prudent governance but rather as an indicator that a
crisis is imminent. In this International Economics Department Working Paper (no.
18/2019, November 2019), Theresa Arnold, Mitu Gulati and Ugo Panizza use the
case of Italy to set forth its options, as of 2019, to anticipate a possible future debt
restructuring. It can: do nothing, do a little; and do something substantial.
Repository >
PHD THESIS

Study on the Link between Monetary Policy and International Capital Flows,
the Banking System, and Private Equity Investments
In his PdD thesis in International Economics (November 2019), Roman Goossens
shows that the risk-taking channel of monetary policy has been relevant in emerging
market and private equity investments. Additionally, banking sector profitability has
also been affected by the low interest rate environment. Repository >
Top

Human Rights, Humanitarian Law and Action

PHD THESIS

A “Protest of Humanity”: Human
Dignity in International Law
In about a century and a half, human
dignity has moved from the fringes of the
international legal system to its centre.
Ginevra Le Moli offers in her PhD thesis a
theoretical, historical and juridical exegesis
of the system from the perspective of
human dignity. She concludes that human dignity, first in its religious and then in its
secularised conception, was turned into a platform against sovereign dignity that
would in time conquer, through a range of legal instruments, vast sways of
international law where sovereign dignity had previously ruled unchallenged.
Interview >
PHD THESIS

Odious Debt and Transitional Justice
Newly democratic states virtually always repay the debts incurred by previous nondemocratic regimes even though it seems morally problematic to hold them
responsible for debts raised without the input of the population. In her PhD thesis in
International Law (2019), Kushini Sugathapala shows how states in transition

could use transitional justice tools to find alternatives to continued debt repayment.
Interview >
Top

Gender

WORKING PAPER

Women, Peace and Security: An
Agenda for the Human Rights Council
This Gender Centre Working Paper (no. 9,
November 2019) assesses the potential of
human rights mechanisms to help advance
the WPS agenda. Ceren Bulduk, PhD
candidate in International
Relations/Political Science, argues the
relevance of two integrated approaches for eliminating human rights violations
against women and girls in conflict prevention, during conflict, and in post-conflict
settings: the integration of CEDAW General Recommendation 30 (GR30) with the
WPS resolutions; and the integration of the three pillars of the UN (peace and
security, development, and human rights). Repository >
WORKING PAPER

Defining Gender for International Criminal Law and Human Rights Law:
Translating Feminist Theorisations
In light of ongoing discussions on changing the definition of gender in the Crimes
against Humanity Treaty, this Gender Centre Working Paper (no. 10, November
2019) by Tanushree Kaushal, Researcher at the Gender Centre, offers a review of
core themes from feminist scholarship to elucidate how gender can be conceived
within sociopolitical realities. It arrives at key insights of potential use for
practitioners and elicits their meanings: gender is a social construct; gender, sex,
and sexual orientation are co-constituted; gender signifies a power relation; the
meaning of gender is always situated. Repository >
HANDBOOK

Gender-Responsive Small Arms Control: A Practical Guide
This handbook edited by Emile LeBrun, project coordinator of the Small Arms
Survey’s Making Peace Operations More Effective and Gender and Ammunition
projects, outlines gender-related terminology and concepts; describes key global
policy instruments and their increasing convergence around gender; highlights the
gendered impacts of small arms; applies a gender analysis to the small arms life
cycle; and provides a roadmap for mainstreaming gender into the small arms project
cycle (SAS, October 2019). SAS >
Top

Methods and Information

ARTICLE

“The Hidden Hand of the Market Will
Never Work without a Hidden Fist":
History-Making between Capital and
Empire
This paper by Benjamin Gaillard , Master
Candidate in International History, calls for
an anchoring of histories of empire within
broader histories of political economy;
argues for a networks-based approach of state as well as non-state actors straddling
political, economic, and cultural spheres; advocates for a historiographical shift from
the notion of “empire” to that of “the imperial”; and encourages historians writing on
empire to resort to multidisciplinary approaches. Empire should be conceived of not
as a thing or a territory, but as a social relation (in Global Histories, vol. 5, no. 2,
2019). Journal >
ABSTRACTS OF CONFERENCE PAPERS

Six Institute Members at the Annual Meeting of the Swiss Anthropological
Association “The Global as Method: Ethnographic Scales in the 21st
Century”
On 8 and 9 November 2019 Atak Ayaz, Katerina Chatzikidi, Emmanuel Dalle
Mulle, Françoise Grange-Omokaro, Oksana Myshlovska and Aidan Russell
presented papers at the Annual Meeting of the Swiss Anthropological Association
(SAA), which this year was hosted by the Anthropology and Sociology Department,
with Annelise Riles (Northwestern University) as keynote speaker. Read the
abstracts of their papers >
Top

Events and Other Information
Lectures and Seminars

Monday 16 December Analysing the Strengths and Weaknesses of
18:15 - 19:05
International Legal Instruments and Dispute
Petal 2, Room S4
Settlement Procedures Available to Indigenous
Communities and NGOs for the Protection of the
Amazon
Final presentation of this project, part of the 2019 Autumn
semester of the TradeLab International Economic Law
Clinic. More info and registration >
Monday 16 December Promoting human rights, tolerance and non18:30 - 20:00
discrimination: role of education
Auditorium A2
An event of the Albert Hirshman Centre on emocracy
with Kate Gilmore, OHCHR Deputy High Commissioner,
Ahmed Shaheed, UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of
Religion or Belief, and Herbert Winter, President of the

Swiss Federation of Jewish Communities and World Jewish
Congress Vice President. More info and registration >
Monday 16 December Identifying Trade Measures Affecting a South
19:10 - 20:00
American Country’s Exports and Suggesting ProductPetal 2, Room S4
specific Negotiation and Export Promotion Strategies
Final presentation of this project, part of the 2019 Autumn
semester of the TradeLab International Economic Law
Clinic. More info and registration >
Tuesday 17 December Can Outlawing Stated Gender Preferences Reduce
14:15 - 15:45
Gender Segregation across Firms?
Petal 1, Room S5
Vilfredo Pareto Research Seminar with Rafaël Lalive, HEC
Lausanne. More info >
Tuesday 17 December Regulating Drug Prices: National and Global
16:00 - 17:00
Implications of Canada’s Recent Reforms
Global Health Centre’s webinar with Elena Lungu,
Manager of Policy Development, Patented Medicine Prices
Review Board (PMPRB), Canada.
More info and registration >

Wednesday 18
December 2019
12:00 - 14:00
Auditorium A2

Privatised Push-backs of Migrants to Libya
An event of the Global Migration Centre marking the
culmination of a collaboration between the Global Legal
Action Network (GLAN) and Forensic Oceanography, with
Charles Heller, researcher and filmmaker; Violeta
Moreno-Lax, Queen Mary University of London, and legal
adviser for GLAN; Noemi Magugliani, legal researcher
with GLAN; Gearóid Ó Cuinn, Director of GLAN; and
Julien Raickman, Head of Mission in Libya with MSF
(September 2018 to September 2019).
More info and registration >

Wednesday 18
December
18:15 - 19:05
Petal 2, Room S4

Improving Transparency, Information Flow and
Monitoring in the WTO: Analysing Current Proposals
and Thinking “Outside The Box"
Final presentation of this project, part of the 2019 Autumn
semester of the TradeLab International Economic Law
Clinic. More info and registration >

Wednesday 18
December
19:10 - 20:00
Petal 2, Room S4

Taxation of Income from Services Provided by NonResidents and Attribution of Income to Permanent
Establishments through Fractional Apportionment:
Studying Double Taxation Treaties and National Laws
Final presentation of this project, part of the 2019 Autumn
semester of the TradeLab International Economic Law
Clinic. More info and registration >

Thursday 20 February,
09:00 - Friday 21
February 2020, 18:00
Auditorium Ivan Pictet

Youth Transitions: A Global Interdisciplinary Policy
Research Conference
Launch of the First Global Network of Policy Research on
Youth Transitions, coorganised by the Centre for Finance

and Development. More info and registration >
Top

Project Submission Deadlines

Wednesday 15 January SNIS Call for Projects 2020
2020 – pre-proposal
Project grants from CHF 100,000 to 300,000 (for two
deadline
years) for pluridisciplinary research in international studies.
More info >

Friday 31 January
2020

SNSF Scientific Image Competition 2020
Aimed at highlighting the growing role of images in
scientific research and open to researchers conducting
working in Switzerland. CHF 1,000 prize in each category
for the winning entry, as well as CHF 250 for each
distinction. Award-winning works will be displayed in an
exhibition at the Biel/Bienne Festival of Photography and
made available to the public and the media, as well as to
scientific institutions. More info >

Saturday 1 February
2020

SNSF Eccellenza
SNSF Eccellenza Professorial Fellowships and Eccellenza
Grants are aimed at highly qualified young researchers who
aspire to a permanent professorship. Eccellenza supports
them in achieving their goal by allowing them to lead a
generously funded research project with their own team at
a Swiss higher education institution. More info >

Saturday 1 February
2020

SNSF Postdoc.Mobility
Aimed at researchers who have done a doctorate and who
wish to pursue an academic career in Switzerland. A
research stay abroad enables such researchers to acquire
more in-depth knowledge, increases their scientific
independence and enhances their research profile.
More info >

Tuesday 4 February
2020

ERC Consolidator Grants
Aimed at researchers of any nationality with 7–12 years of
experience since completion of PhD who wants to
consolidate their independence by establishing a research
team and continuing to develop a success career in Europe
or who have have recently created an independent,
excellent research team and want to strengthen it.
More info >

Friday 14 February
2020

JSPS Postdoctoral Fellowships for Research in Japan
These fellowships offered by the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science (JSPS) are aimed at citizens and
permanent residents of Switzerland interested in taking

their research to Japan and working with leading groups in
Japanese universities and other institutions. They cover all
fields of the humanities, social sciences and natural
sciences, last from 12 up to 24 months, and must start
between 1 July and 30 November 2020. The SNSF will
process the applications and nominate two candidates.
See the relevant section on this page for more info >
All year round

SPIRIT – SNSF programme promoting cross-border
research
Aimed at funding research projects in all disciplines with
clearly defined goals that are submitted by excellent
research consortia from two to four countries. Special focus
given to equal opportunities and the promotion of women
scientists, as well as to raising awareness of genderspecific questions. More info >
Top

Calls for Paper

Wednesday 15 January Annual International Refugee Law Student Writing
2020
Competition
More info >

Monday 20 January
2020 for papers and
labs;
Friday 31 January 2020
for films

EASA 2020 Call for Papers and Labs
and
EASA 2020 Call for Films
EASA 2020 is inviting you all to join in celebrating its 30th
anniversary and deliberating the present at the conference
“New Anthropological Horizons in and beyond Europe” in
Lisbon on 21-24 July 2020. Julie Billaud, Matthieu
Bolay, Filipe Calvaõ, Jérémie Voirol and Ray Whitacre
will be the convenors of 5 panels. Host institutions: ISCTEUniversity Institute of Lisbon and ICS-University of Lisbon.
More info >

Top

Visitors

16 September–18
December 2019
CCDP

Samira Marty
Coming from the University of Oslo, PhD Candidate Samira
Marty works with Dennis Rodgers on “Revolution Revisited:
Temporality and Political Mobilisation among the
Nicaraguan Diaspora in Berlin since April 2018”.

Autumn 2019
CTEI

Meng Fang
Coming from the Chinese University of Hong Kong, PhD
Candidate Meng Fang works with Joost Pauwelyn on “From
Black to Green: China’s Law and Policy Response to
Climate Change in the 21st Century”.

November–December Roisin Burke
2019
Coming from the School of Law, University of Canterbury,
CCDP
Visiting Fellow Roisin Burke works with Keith Krause on
“Nagorno-Karabakh: Soft Law, Intractable Conflict and
Negotiating Peace within the Context of the Minsk Group”.
January–July 2020
IR/PS Department

Nina Von Uexkull
Coming from Uppsala University, Assistant Professor Nina
Von Uexkull will work with Ravinder Bhavnani on security
implications of climate change.

January–March 2020
CTEI

Jens Velten
Coming from Leuphana Universität Lüneburg, Phd
Candidate Jens Velten will work with Joost Pauwelyn on
“Screening Foreign Direct Investment in the EU: How Much
Flexibility Do European Primary Law and Public
International Law Leave to the EU and Its Member
States?”.

6 January–6 March
2020
IL Department

Roland Holst Rozemarjin
Coming from Utrecht University, PhD Candidate Roland
Holst Rozemarjin will work with Nico Krisch on “Change in
the Law of the Sea”.

February–April 2020
GMC

Patricia Laidley Melo Galvão Teles
Coming from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Portugal,
Senior Legal Consultant Patricia Laidley Melo Galvão Teles
will work with Vincent Chetail on the protection of persons
affected by sea-level rise.

3 février 2020–3
février 2021
Department d'histoire
internationale

Adam Bence Balazs
Arrivant de l'Université Saint-Clément-d’Ohrid de Sofia,
Adam Bence Balazs, boursier postdoctoral, travaillera avec
Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou sur “Pour une
Europe tardive: une nouvelle perspective politique pour un
vieux continent”.

3 February–31 July
2020
CCDP

Margaux Pinaud
Coming from the University of Manchester, PhD Candidate
Margaux Pinaud will work with Keith Krause on “HomeGrown Peace: Civil Society Roles in Ceasefire
Implementation”.

7 February 2020–17
July 2020
CIES

Noémie Laurens
Coming from Université de Laval, Phd Candidate Noémie
Laurens will work with James Hollway on “Understanding

Interactions between Complex Networks: An Analysis of
Rule Diffusion between the International Trade and
Environmental Regimes”.
Top
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to promote your research outputs (books,
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