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PUBLICATIONS IN PEER-REVIEWED SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS 
 
Goetschel, Laurent; Sara Hellmüller, 2019, “Friedens- und Konfliktforschung in der Schweiz”, Zeit-
schrift für Friedens- und Konfliktforschung, Vol. 8 (1), pp. 79-98, Link.   
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2019, “A ‘Global and Inclusive Agreement’? Participation of Armed Actors in the 
Inter-Congolese Dialogue and its Impact on Local Violence”, International Negotiation, Vol. 24 (1), 
pp. 38-60, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Corinne von Burg; Mathias Zeller, 2014, “Kann Mediation schaden? Konfliktsen-
sitivität in internationalen Friedensverhandlungen”, Konfliktdynamik, Vol. 3 (4), pp. 2-11, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, “A Story of Mutual Adaptation? The Interaction between Local and Inter-
national Peacebuilding Actors in Ituri”, Peacebuilding, Vol. 2 (2), pp. 188-201, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, “Explaining the Congo wars”, book review of “Congo” by Thomas Turner, 
The Political Quarterly, Vol. 85 (1), pp. 93-95, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2013, “The Power of Perceptions: Localizing International Peacebuilding Ap-
proaches”, International Peacekeeping, Vol. 20 (2), pp. 221-234, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2012, “The Ambiguities of Local Ownership - Evidence from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo”, African Security, Vol. 5 (3-4), pp. 236-254, Link. 
 
In preparation 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, “Meaning-Making in Peace-Making: Inclusivity at the Interplay between the UN 
and Syrian Civil Society”, under review with Swiss Political Science Review. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, “Wind of Change: Reinterpretation of Normative Frameworks in the UN Media-
tion in Syria”, International Negotiation, abstract accepted by special issue editor Tetsuro Iji. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, “Moving Targets: Impartiality and Leverage in Mediation – the Case of Syria”, 
first draft prepared. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, “Knowledge Production on Mediation”, first draft prepared. 
 
 
OTHER PEER-REVIEWED CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Marie-Joëlle Zahar, 2019, “UN-led mediation in Syria and civil society”, Accord 
Issue on “Navigating Inclusion in Peace Processes”, London: Conciliation Resources.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Julia Palmiano Federer; Jamie Pring, 2017, “Are Mediators Norm Entrepreneurs? 
Exploring the Role of Mediators in Norm Diffusion”, Working Paper, Vol. 4, Bern: swisspeace.  
 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42597-019-00011-2
https://brill.com/view/journals/iner/24/1/article-p38_3.xml?lang=en
https://www.konfliktdynamik.de/article/kd_2014_04_0278-0287_0278_01
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21647259.2014.910914
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-923X.2014.12054.x/abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13533312.2013.791570
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19392206.2012.732896?journalCode=uafs20
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Hellmüller, Sara, 2015, “Timing and Sequencing of Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Peacebuilding 
Efforts in DR Congo”, Centre for Research on Peace and Development Working Paper, No. 35. 
Leuven: Katholieke Universiteit Leuven. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, “International and Local Actors in Peacebuilding: Why Don’t They Coop-
erate?”, Working Paper, Vol. 4, Bern: swisspeace. 
 
Iff, Andrea; Rina M. Alluri; Sara Hellmüller, 2012, “The Positive Contributions of Businesses in 
Transformations from War to Peace” Working Paper, Vol. 2, Bern: swisspeace. 
 
 
BOOKS 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2018, “The Interaction between Local and International Actors in Peacebuilding: 
Partners for Peace”, Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Martina Santschi (eds.), 2014, “Is Local Beautiful? Peacebuilding between Inter-
national Interventions and Locally Led Initiatives”, Cham: Springer, Link.  
 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, (forthcoming), “Civil society inclusion in peace processes”, In: The Palgrave En-
cyclopedia of Peace and Conflict Studies, Oliver Richmond and Gëzim Visoka (eds.), London: Pal-
grave Macmillan, accepted, invited contribution.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, (forthcoming), “DR Congo: Local and international peacebuilders' interaction”, 
In: The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and Conflict Studies, Oliver Richmond and Gëzim Visoka 
(eds.), London: Palgrave Macmillan, accepted, invited contribution.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, (forthcoming), “Mediation”, In: The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and Conflict 
Studies, Oliver Richmond and Gëzim Visoka (eds.), London: Palgrave Macmillan, accepted, invited 
contribution.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, (forthcoming), “The Changing Role of Civil Society Actors in Peacemaking and 
Peacebuilding”, In: The Routledge Handbook of Peace, Security and Development, Fen Osler Hamp-
son and Alp Ozerdem (eds.), London / New York: Routledge, accepted, invited contribution. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, (forthcoming), “Inclusion and Performance as Sources of Legitimacy: The UN 
Mediation on Syria”, In: Local Legitimacy and International Peace Interventions, Oliver Richmond 
and Birte Vogel (eds.), Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, accepted, invited contribution.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2019, “Beyond Buzzwords: Civil Society Inclusion in Mediation”, In: Conflict 
Management and Transformation: Theory and Practice, Ho-Won Jeong (ed.), pp. 47-63, Maryland: 
Rowman & Littlefield, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2016, “Timing and Sequencing of Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Peacebuilding 
Efforts in DR Congo”, In: Building Sustainable Peace: Timing and Sequencing of Post-Conflict Re-
construction and Peacebuilding, Arnim Langer and Graham K. Brown (eds.), pp. 243-261, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, Link. 
 

https://www.palgrave.com/de/book/9783319653006#aboutAuthors
http://www.springer.com/cn/book/9783319003054
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781786610270/Conflict-Management-and-Transformation-Theory-and-Practice
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198757276.001.0001/acprof-9780198757276-chapter-14
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Hellmüller, Sara, 2016, “Connections for Peace: Frictions in Peacebuilding Encounters in Ituri, 
Democratic Republic of Congo”, In: Frictional Encounters in Peacebuilding, Annika Björkdahl; 
Kristine Höglund; Gearoid Millar; Jair van der Lljin and Willemijn Verkoren (eds.), pp. 172-187, 
London / New York: Routledge, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, « Que signifie la paix en République Démocratique du Congo ? Des pers-
pectives locales sur les stratégies internationales », In : Annuaire Français de Relations Internatio-
nales Vol. XV, Centre Thucydide (eds.), pp. 657-671, Paris : Université Panthéon-Assas, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, “Introduction”, In: Is Local Beautiful? Peacebuilding between International 
Interventions and Locally Led Initiatives, Sara Hellmüller and Martina Santschi (eds.), pp. xv-xx, 
Cham: Springer, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, “Owners or Partners? A Critical Analysis of the Concept of Local Owner-
ship”, In: Is Local Beautiful? Peacebuilding between International Interventions and Locally Led 
Initiatives, Sara Hellmüller and Martina Santschi (eds.), pp. 3-14, Cham: Springer, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Heinz Krummenacher, Martina Santschi, 2014, “Concluding Remarks”, In: Is Lo-
cal Beautiful? Peacebuilding between International Interventions and Locally Led Initiatives, Sara 
Hellmüller and Martina Santschi (eds.), pp. 85-86, Cham: Springer, Link.  
 
Sguaitamatti, Damiano; Sara Hellmüller, 2012, “Macht und Gerechtigkeit in Friedensverhandlun-
gen“, In: Mediation erforschen? Fragen - Forschungsmethoden – Ziele, Dominic Busch and Claude 
Hélène Mayer (eds.), pp. 87-110, Wiesbaden: Springer, Link.  
 
 
POLICY ARTICLES 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2019, “Congo’s elections had a startling result. This is what’s going on”, Monkey 
Cage, Washington Post, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2018, “Six Aspects to Consider on the Interaction between Local and International 
Actors in Peace Processes”, Blog Post Global Observatory, New York: International Peace Institute, 
Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2018, “Mediation Perspectives: Partners for Peace”, Center for Security Studies 
(CSS) Blog Network, Zurich: ETH Zurich, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Marie-Joëlle Zahar, 2018, “Against the Odds: Civil Society in the Intra-Syrian 
Talks”, Issue brief, New York: International Peace Institute, Link.  
 
Abo Naser, Metwaly; Sara Hellmüller; Leila Hilal; Ryme Katkhouda; Yosra Nagui, 2016, “Inside 
Syria: What Local Actors Are Doing For Peace”, Bern: swisspeace, Conflict Dynamics International 
and FarikBeirut, Link.  
 
Kirchhoff, Lars; Sara Hellmüller; Anna Hess; Anne Isabel Kraus; Chris McNaboe; Valerie Sticher, 
2016, “Challenges to Mediation Support in Hot Wars: Learnings from Syria and Ukraine”, Discussion 
Points, No. 7, Atlanta: Mediation Support Network (MSN), Foreword by Jimmy Carter, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2015, « République Démocratique du Congo : à la recherche d'une réponse durable 
et globale », Diplomatie, hors-série, Nr. 16, pp. 48-52, Link (not directly accessible online). 

https://www.routledge.com/Peacebuilding-and-Friction-Global-and-Local-Encounters-in-Post-Conflict-Societies/Bjorkdahl-Hoglund-Millar-van-der-Lijn-Verkoren/p/book/9781138937512
http://www.afri-ct.org/article/que-signifie-la-paix-en-republique/
http://www.springer.com/cn/book/9783319003054
http://www.springer.com/cn/book/9783319003054
http://www.springer.com/cn/book/9783319003054
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-531-18685-6_4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2019/01/17/congos-elections-had-a-startling-result-this-is-whats-going-on/?utm_term=.dd53ff6b4a6c
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2018/04/six-aspects-interaction-local-international-actors-peace-processes/
https://isnblog.ethz.ch/peace/mediation-perspectives-partners-for-peace
https://www.ipinst.org/2018/03/against-the-odds-civil-society-intra-syrian-talks
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Mediation/Inside_Syria_en.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/MSN_Discussion-Points-7.pdf
http://www.geostrategique.com/product.php?id_product=636
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Hellmüller, Sara; Julia Palmiano; Matthias Siegfried, 2015, “Norm-Pushers or Deal-Brokers? Nor-
mative Challenges of Modern-Day Mediators”, Background Paper for the Oslo Forum 2015 com-
missioned by the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Geneva, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Julia Palmiano; Mathias Zeller, 2015, “The Role of Norms in International Peace 
Mediation”, Bern/Oslo: swisspeace/NOREF, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Julia Palmiano; Mathias Zeller, 2015, “Policy brief: The Role of Norms in Inter-
national Peace Mediation”, Oslo: NOREF, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara; Corinne von Burg; Mathias Zeller, 2014, “Can Mediation Do Harm? Conflict Sen-
sitivity in International Peace Negotiations”, Essential, Vol. 4, Bern: swisspeace, Link.  
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, « République démocratique du Congo. Une lueur d’espoir ? », Diplomatie, 
Nr. 69, pp. 8-12, Link (not directly accessible online). 
 
Hellmüller, Sara, 2014, Mediation Perspectives: Localizing Peace Processes in DR Congo, Center 
for Security Studies (CSS) Blog Network, Zurich: ETH Zurich, Link. 
 
Hellmüller, Sara; John Ahere, 2014, “Mediation and Conflict Transformation”, Discussion Points, 
No. 5, Durban: Mediation Support Network (MSN), Link.  
 
Mason, Simon; Sara Hellmüller (eds.), 2013, “Regional Intergovernmental Organizations in Medi-
ation Efforts”, Discussion Points, No. 3, Ghana: Mediation Support Network (MSN), Link.  
 
Alvarez, Miguel; Sabina Avasiloae, Roxana Cristescu, Paul Dziatkowiec, Sara Hellmüller, Lars 
Kirchhoff, Anne Isabel Kraus, Simon Mason, Martha Mutisi, Nathan Stock, Barbara Unger, Zahbia 
Yousuf, 2013, “Translating Mediation Guidance into Practice: Commentary on the UN Guidance for 
Effective Mediation by the Mediation Support Network”, Discussion Points, No. 2, New York / Ac-
cra: Mediation Support Network (MSN), Foreword by Jimmy Carter, Link.  
 
 
VIDEO CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Short movie on my book The Interaction between Local and International Peacebuilding Actors: 
Partners for Peace, Link. 
 
Interview for an exhibition on How to deal with the evil? in Switzerland (in German), Link.  
 
Participation in a panel debate on Syria: In Search for Solutions organized by the Carter Center, 
Atlanta, Link.  
 
Interview on Mediation at Global South Unit for Mediation, Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de 
Janeiro, Link. 
 
Interview on Islands of Peace created by local mediators in Syrian War for Peace News Network, 
Link.  

https://www.osloforum.org/content/oslo-forum-2015-background-paper-norm-pushers-or-deal-brokers-normative-challenges-modern
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/The_Role_of_Norms_in_International_Peace_Mediation.pdf
https://noref.no/Publications/Themes/Peacebuilding-and-mediation/Policy-brief-The-role-of-norms-in-international-peace-mediation
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Essentials/Essential_2_2014_web.pdf
http://www.geostrategique.com/product.php?id_product=547
https://isnblog.ethz.ch/international-relations/mediation-perspectives-localizing-peace-processes-in-dr-congo
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/Discussion-Points-5.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/Discussion_Points_3_Regional_Intergovernmental_Organizations_in_Mediation_Efforts.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/Discussion_Points_2_Translating_Mediation_Guidance_into_Practice.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE3FUJckBA0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.fischteich.ch/audio-und-video-detailansicht/abwehrmethoden-gegen-das-boese.html
https://blog.cartercenter.org/2015/10/20/syria-in-search-of-solutions-webcast-archive/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcqgeFy1CUw&t=0s&index=4&list=PLVo7d15herqWYRfUGhGdJChZ8Qz-6LY7c
https://www.peacenews.com/single-post/2016/03/20/Islands-of-Peace-creted-by-local-mediators-in-Syrian-War?message_id=17bb8591-099f-453c-b592-d9a36ced5f1d

