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Freedom of assembly
• The right to peacefully gather in public

Freedom of association
• The right to form an association, register, hire staff, open a bank 

account 

Freedom of expression
• The right to express an opinion, investigate, watchdog, advocate for 

policy change

Participation
• The right of local stakeholders to free, prior and informed consent to 

development plans

Transparency, accountability, non-discrimination 

HUMAN RIGHTS AFFECTING NGOS & MEDIA

Sources: ICCPR, ICESCR, Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples, International Guidelines on 
HIV/AIDS and Human Rights, Declaration on Right to Development, UN Common Understanding on 
HRBA, GI-ESCR 2014, ICNL 2016



Silencing of journalists and whistle-blowers
• In 2019, 250 journalists imprisoned, 150 in China alone

Barriers to NGO registration and funding
• Burdensome legal requirements
• Restrictions on foreign funding: Russia-style "foreign agent" laws 

now adopted in Israel, India, Australia, Austria, Hungary & Poland

Targeting of certain groups
• Vilification, distrust and violence
• Human rights groups; anti-corruption; refugees and migrants; 

women's rights; LGBTIQ+ groups; labor rights; environmental 
rights; youth

RISE OF AUTHORITARIANISM

Sources: CIVICUS Monitor 2020, Swiney 2019, Committee to Protect Journalists 2020, Reporters 
without Borders 2020, Amnesty International 2019



How 
healthy is 
our civic 
space in 
the 
pandemic?



Key institutions
• Unitaid – 2 civil society constituencies with voting rights
• The Global Fund– 3 civil society constituencies with voting rights
• Gavi – 1 civil society representative with voting rights
• UNAIDS – 5 regional civil society representatives
• World Bank – N/A

World Health Organization
• No civil society representation; plans to strengthen engagement
• In February, Executive Board reformed role of non-state actors

Who will govern the COVID-19 response?
• Worldwide pledging marathon
• € 7.4 billion for diagnostics, treatment and vaccines
• Will this be transparent, will civil society be at the table?

ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN GLOBAL HEALTH GOVERNANCE

Sources: STOPAIDS et al, 2019; Third World Network Info Service 2020
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