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lobal health has emerged as a central concern in development and

international affairs. The relationship between health and development
is at least threefold: health as an intrinsic societal goal, health as a neces-
sary input for human and economic development, and health as an indica-
tor of a society’s progress toward sustainable development. Health is also a
fundamental aspect of international affairs: health is a central component of
human security, an outcome of global governance processes in and outside
the health sector (e.g. security, trade, investment, migration, environment) in
an increasingly interdependent world, and a potential threat to international
peace and economic stability.

Studying global health also sheds light on broader aspects of development
and international affairs: global health has been a site of growing investment,
comprising a tenth of the global economy; social and technological experi-
mentation that has generated innovative approaches to addressing public
challenges; and an arena filled with a dense network of institutions, states
and non-state actors. Although health has traditionally been framed as a
medical or technical issue, it is increasingly recognised that protecting global
health requires also taking into consideration governance, politics, culture,
history, law and economics.

This specialisation cluster will provide students with an understanding of
global health, from the “micro” level of individuals and communities, the
“meso” level of countries and organisations, to the “macro” level of the
global system. This specialisation will train students to analyse and address
global health challenges through courses that explore the historical devel-
opment of global health, its legal and normative frameworks, the actors and
policy processes that govern it, and the social and technological develop-
ments that drive it.

MASTER IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
AND MASTER IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
SPECIALISATION TRACK

GLOBAL HEALTH

ELECTIVES

- Apocalypse Then and Now: Advanced Research Seminar in
Understanding Systemic Collapse and Adaptation
Susanna Hecht, Vinh-Kim Nguyen

- Biofinance
Vinh-Kim Nguyen, Nadya Wells, Ryan Patrick Whitacre

- Gender and Bodies in Global Health
Claire Somerville

- Global Governance and Health: Problems, Politics and Policies
Suerie Moon

- Introduction to Global Health: Problems, Principles, Actors and
Practices
Vinh-Kim Nguyen

- Anthropological Perspectives on Reproductive Politics in the
21st Century®
Aditya Bharadwaj

- Global Health Law*
Gian Luca Burci

- Medical Anthropology I: Health and lliness in Cross Cultural
Perspective®
Vinh-Kim Nguyen

- Medical Anthropology II: Contemporary Approaches to Biomedicine,
Technology and Global Health*
Aditya Bharadwaj

* Course open in priority to disciplinary programmes.
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