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    DESIGNING AGAINST VIOLENCE 

1. VIPRE 

2. WHY  
DANCE ? 

3. THE VIDEO 
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       PARTNER ORGANISATION 

1. VIPRE 

“BECOMING A TORTURER IS MORE A 
PROCESS OF TRANSITION THAN OF 

DECISION, […] THIS DISTINCTION IS 
OFTEN LOST IN THE CULTURAL CYCLE 
OF TORTURE THAT EMERGES ONCE 
TORTURE HAS BEGUN.” 

Austin & Bocco, 2016, p. 860  



REASONING & THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

2. WHY DANCE ? 

        

TO VISUALLY LINK THE DYNAMICITY OF BODY 
AND SPACE IN A MORE FLEXIBLE, INTUITIVE 

AND IMMEDIATE EXPRESSION OF EMOTIONAL 
STATES. 

Video of torture in Syria: 
Example of emotional dynamics.  

IN ORDER TO REPRESENT THE AFFECTIVE, 
EMOTIONAL AND NON-REFLEXIVE NATURE  
OF THE INTERACTION BETWEEN THE SUBJECT 
PERPETRATOR AND THE MATERIALITY OF 
SPACE.



A VIDEO OF DANCE 

3. THE VIDEO 

INTERACTION                 
WITH     
OBJECTS     
SUCH AS      
A DESK,      
CHAIRS,     
TOOLS OF    
TORTURE. 



VIPRE.CH 

maevia.griffiths@graduateinstitute.ch 
massimiliano.masini@graduateinstitute.ch 
aline.wani@graduateinstitute.ch 

http://vipre.ch
mailto:maevia.griffith@graduateinstitute.ch
mailto:massimiliano.masini@graduateinstitute.ch
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● SSG-R: security provision which is democratically 
accountable, civilian controlled, respectful of HR

● Climate Change: multiplier of conflict risk, potential 
hindrance to SSR

● Methodological comparison: Brazil, the Gambia, the UK, 
the USA

Introduction



- Conflict

- Crime

- Migration

- Disasters

Pathways

Conflict Crime Migration  Disaster

Pathways



Conflict Risks

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Regional Securitization 

● The US, UK, and Brazil augment conflict 
risks through the securitization of 
different regions

● The Gambia increases risk through poor 
governance leading to corruption and 
impunity

USA 
The UK
Brazil

The Gambia

Corruption



Crime and Criminal Networks
Environmental Crimes

Illegal Loggers

Arsonists

Illegal Miners

Army Police Informal Actors

Consequences

Criminal Networks 
strengthening

Conflicts between 
criminals and civil 

society

Pressure on land and 
water resources

Contributes to 
increasing natural 

disasters

Security Sector Actors

Governance Processes

Prosecution Criminology 
Forensics

Militarization

https://www.linguee.com.br/ingles-portugues/traducao/strengthening.html


Migration

The USAThe Gambia The UK

Migration

Brazil 



Natural Disasters

The UK Brazil The USA The Gambia



Recommendations

● Increasing Tactical Knowledge and Standards

● National level Policies for Climate Adaptation

● Increased oversight from Legislative actors



Thank you!
For any questions:

Alexander Nesicolaci - alexander.nesicolaci@graduateinstitute.ch
Isabela Carrozza Joia - isabela.carrozza@graduateinstitute.ch
Marabi S Hydara - marabi.hydara@graduateinstitute.ch
Matthieu Guillier - matthieu.guillier@graduateinstitute.ch

Project done in 
commission with



UNIDIR x
IHEID

UN Missions and Mandates:
Impact of the changing
language of arms control in
support of conflict prevention
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Introduction and
primary research
question
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The aim of the project

Research focus areas 

Case study selection and data gathering 

   



Semi-Structured Interviews 

500 pages of documents, 8 PKOS, 6 SPMS and 3 Special
Envoys  
5 in depth case analyses: Mali, Haiti, DRC, CAR & South
Sudan
Tracked changes in arms control language over time since
2000 among three variables  
Descriptive + analytical (coordination, compare, contrast) 

Tracking arms control key words from 200o
onwards 
All  UNSCR and mandates of the 5 countries
Output = graphs, charts
Quantitative data = #of keywords and terms

Case Study Analysis

NVIVO Analysis 

17 UN personnel (past and present) from three
continents
20 year time frame
Qualitative data



Key Finding: 
Arms Control is not sufficiently

written into UN mandates 

Little consideration towards:
Whether there is or isn’t a peace agreement in place
If is an active or post-conflict region
Do not sufficiently take into account prerequisites required for
specific arms control related practices



CONTEXT 

Not exclusively technical, mainly political 

Implementing arms control practices in
non-post-conflict environments 

Lack of cooperation with local agencies

Operational

Political
Relationships

COMPETENCIES 

CULTURE

Lack of how regarding implementation 

Need for specific sequencing of events 
DDR first, SSR second

More attention on one practice -> less
attention for another  

Technical know-
how

Event
Sequencing 

 

Language needs a balance to be struck
between directionality and flexibility

Agents and norms can shape mandates 

"Cookie-Cutter mandates"
 

Norm
Entrepreneurs

Flexibility

Recycling of
language



Conclusion  
Arms Control is not sufficiently

written into UN mandates.
Improvements through 3 key
dimensions of culture, context
and competencies, which will
increase effectiveness of arms
control practices in support of

conflict prevention ELIZABETH NAKIELNY,
ZHIYAO (ALLEN) YANG,

MAURICIO HUERTAS, HEWAN
TAMIRAT

Context

Culture

Competenices



Questions or comments? 

Thank you!



LAWS & Criminal 
Accountability

Comparative Analysis of 
Selected National 

Positions



Why LAWS? Why Now?



Problem Statement

Increasing ability to 
independently identify 

and engage targets

Weapons Systems

Increasing ability to 
operate autonomously 

in access-denied 
environments

Drones

AI aiding human 
decision-making 

processes

Human Machine 
teaming



Project Planning

Literature 
review

Project Design Expert Interviews

Country Analysis Final Report

Research Questions:
- Are the current legal frameworks 
suitable? 
- Is there a need to adapt such 
frameworks?

CH, FR, ISR, JP,  SK, NL, US, UK



Issues Encountered

Autonomy Dual-Use Nature

Axes of attribution

Terminological unclarity Practical difficulties

Meaningful Control



Country Positions

NL FR UK JP ISR SK CH US

Ban No

Autonomy Independent 
attack Semi* Higher 

Intent
Graduated 

levels
Solely 
human Flexible* Human 

element Flexible*

Human 
Control Wider Loop In The 

Loop
On The 

Loop
In The 
Loop

On The 
Loop

In The 
Loop

In The 
Loop

In The 
loop

Compliant 
with IL Yes



Tentative Findings

Due to the inconclusiveness of 
terminology and slow pace of 
current debate, there exists a 
danger that developments in 

AI will outpace IL.

Inconclusions

States maintain the position 
that current & near-future uses 
of autonomous systems comply 
with rules found in international 

law.

Conclusions



The Team

Bram Goede Shimona MohanAbby Naumann Shubhangi Priya

For questions, comments or feedback, please contact: 
shimona.mohan@graduateinstitute.ch

In partnership with the IHEID International Law Department

mailto:shimona.mohan@gradiuateinstitute.ch


SUSTAINING THE PEACE:   
Economic Empowerment of Youth 
and Global Security in West Africa  

Security Track - Capstone Project 2020



WHO ARE WE?
Henry

Milena

Juvenal

Renee



WHAT DID WE RESEARCH ?

Youth Economic Empowerment

Peace and Security 



WHERE DID WE DO OUR RESEARCH?

• Post-Conflict 
situation 

• 72% of the 
population are 
young people 

• Young people 
represent 85% of the 
unemployed 

LIBERIAGHANA
• 57% under 25 years 

old

• Election Period 

• Lack of 
Opportunities after 
Graduation 

SIERRA LEONE
• Post-Conflict 

situation 

• 60% of the 
population are youth 

• Youth 
Unemployment 
reached post-war 
high in 2015



HOW DID WE WORK ?

• Online Survey with 
81 respondents

• Age 15-35 

 

SURVEYDESK RESEARCH
• Literature Review 

• Research of actors 
active in this field  

INTERVIEWS
• 28 Young people 

• 7 Youth 
Organizations 

• Mix of youth from 
various 
backgrounds, age, 
gender 





MAJOR FINDINGS

Inextricable link between 
them

YOUTH ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT = SECURITY

PARTICIPATION
Inclusion  of youth voices in 

policies is key. 

ELECTIONS AS TIPPING POINTS
Disempowerment essentialised for 
electoral violence

PRODUCTIVITY
Youth idleness not ideal. 

Youth as creators of 
opportunities. 

NO OPPORTUNITIES = BRAIN DRAIN 

Disempowerment results in 
emigration of youth



RECOMMENDATIONS 

Bridge inequalities between 
rural and urban youth.

Avoid broad brush 
narrative on youth. 

‘One-size-fit all’ do not 
respond to youth needs.

Incorporating youth voices 
in policies must be a 

priority. 

LEAVE NONE BEHIND SHIFT NARRATIVE

INCLUSION TAILORED SOLUTIONS



THANK YOU – FEEL FREE TO 
CONTACT US 

https://www.angiebrooksintlcentre.org/
https://www.facebook.com/angiebrooksintlcentre

juvenal.babona@graduateinstitute.ch  

Milena.Niehaus@graduateinstitute.ch 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/milena-niehaus/

renee.picard@graduateinstitute.ch   
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ren%C3%A9e-picard-01b901140/

henry.anyomi@graduateinstitute.ch  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/henry-norkplim-anyomi-b5b671173/

Angie Brooks International Centre

mailto:juvenal.babona@graduateinstitute.ch
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ren%C3%A9e-picard-01b901140/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ren%C3%A9e-picard-01b901140/
mailto:renee.picard@graduateinstitute.ch
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ren%C3%A9e-picard-01b901140/
mailto:henry.anyomi@graduateinstitute.ch
https://www.linkedin.com/in/henry-norkplim-anyomi-b5b671173/


The Role of Identity and Purpose 
for Youth Joining Violent Extremism

by Carla Sabato, Aléna Helbling, Yaroslava 
Mikhaylova and Fares Mahouachi 



Introduction
● The research we conducted aimed at providing an overview 

on the impact Identity and Purpose has on the recruitment 
of young people to violent extremist organisation. 

● Our work has been conducted in partnership with the Kofi 
Annan Foundation and their Extremely Together Program. 



Our Aim 

● Through this report we aimed at testing the theory of 
change hypothesis: As more young people are active 
within Extremely Together, the more it will disrupt 
recruitment of young people by VE groups and the more it 
will prevent VE.

● We tried to show how Identity and Purpose are linked to 
violent extremism and how it could be disrupted to help 
the KAF adapt its Extremely Together programs to the 
needs of young people.



Research Design
A comparative analysis was conducted based on interviews with 16 experts from 
academia and NGOs, focusing on youth and violent extremism in the context of 

four countries 

Pakistan
▷ Ahle Sunnah Wal Jamaat (ASWJ), 

active in urban areas throughout 
Pakistan

Uganda
▷ Al Shabaab, Allied Democratic Forces 

(ADF), and the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA)

Somalia
▷ Al Shabaab movement and Al-Qaeda 

Philippines
▷ New People’s Army (NPA) and Islamist 

VE groups in the southern region of 
Bangsamoro



Preliminary Findings

▷ VE offers means to express existing identities/purposes

▷ closely connected to lack of alternatives for expression



Lorem ipsum congue 
tempu

Lack of 
opportunities

Importance of 
family/social 

ties

Collective 
purpose

Ingroup/outgroup 
narrative

Different types 
of vulnerabilities



Limitations and 
recommendations

▷ More active involvement of young interviewees

▷ More political and historical context to be used

▷ Long-term qualitative research to be done



COVID-19: what impact 
does it have on youth 

and violent 
extremism?



carla.sabato@graduateinstitute.ch
alena.helbling@graduateinstitute.ch
yaroslava.mikhaylova@graduateinstitute.ch
fares.mahouachi@graduateinstitute.ch
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