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SPEAKER 

MONIRUL AZAM 

Associate Professor in Law, Södertörn University; Adjunct Faculty in Intellectual 

Property Law, Stockholm University 

Monirul Azam is an Associate Professor in Law at the 
Södertörn University, Stockholm, and Adjunct Faculty in 
Intellectual property (IP) law at the department of law, 
Stockholm University. He is the founder and director of 
StockholmIP and Sustainable Development Consulting. 
Much of his academic research, consulting and teaching 
experience has been oriented around today’s most crucial 
sustainable development policy questions at the intersection 
of IP law and public health, IP and climate change, IP and 
technology transfer, climate vulnerability of the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) and capacity building under 
the climate change and environmental law. He holds a PhD 

in IP law from the University of Bern, and an LLM in IP. He obtained a diploma in Computer 
Studies from Singapore, and LLB (Hons) and LLM at the University of Chittagong 
(Bangladesh). He worked as JSPS-UNU postdoctoral fellow at the United Nations 
University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability for around two years in role of 
intellectual property and environmental law for achieving the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals. Dr. Azam worked at the Stockholm University as Associate Professor 
in IP Law between 2018-2019. He developed and taught IP and sustainable development 
to master’s students as a course director and supervised undergraduate and postgraduate 
theses in IP law at the University during five years. He taught IP Law at the Uppsala 
University, Linköping University, and several other Swedish universities as a guest faculty 
for several years. He worked at the University of Chittagong as Associate Professor of law 
for several years and taught and supervised undergraduate and postgraduate students in 
the field of IP and commercial law. He acted as a trainer and resource person in IP law and 
sustainable development to train mid-level and high-level governmental officials from more 
than thirty developing countries and the LDCs as part of the WIPO-SIDA-PRV training 
programme and other programmes at the Swedish IP office for the last ten years. Dr. Azam 
has presented in numerous international conferences, workshops, and training 
programmes as an invited speaker and has also extensively published papers in peer-
reviewed international journals in the field of intellectual property law and environmental 
law. 

DISCUSSANT 

SANGEETA SHASHIKANT 

Coordinator Development and Intellectual Property Programme, Third World Network 

Sangeeta Shashikant is the coordinator of Third World 
Network’s Development and Intellectual Property 
programme. She has 15 years of research and advocacy 
experience in intellectual property and public policy matters 
in particular access to medicines. She monitors and engages 
with international discussions at the World Health 
Organization, World Intellectual Property Organization and 
the World Trade Organization. She has authored several 
articles on the topic of transition period for least developed 
countries. 



 
 
MODERATOR 
 

MARCELA VIEIRA 

Project Coordinator of the Knowledge Network for Innovation and Access to 

Medicines, Global Health Centre 

Marcela Vieira is Project Coordinator of the 
Knowledge Network for Innovation and Access to 
Medicines, a project of the Global Health Centre. She 
has a background in Law and Social Sciences, with 
a specialisation in Intellectual Property Law and New 
Technologies of Information and holds a masters 
degree in Public Health from the Universidade de 
Sao Paulo (Brazil), obtained with a dissertation about 
alternatives models of innovation for health 
technologies. Prior to joining the Global Health 
Centre, she was coordinator of the Brazilian civil 

society Working Group on Intellectual Property (GTPI) and legal consultant and 
researcher at accessIBSA: Innovation & Access to Medicines in India, Brazil and 
South Africa, a project conducted in partnership with the National School of Public 
Health/Fiocruz in Brazil. She has been working on access to medicines and 
intellectual property issues since 2005, in close collaboration with several civil 
society organisations, mostly from developing countries. She has also consulted 
for a number of international organisations in the field. 
 




