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CHAIR OF THE INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD 

ILONA KICKBUSCH 

Ilona Kickbusch is the Founder of the Global Health Centre at 
the Graduate Institute in Geneva. Her areas of expertise 
include the political determinants of health, health in all policies 
and global health. She advises countries on their global health 
strategies, trains health specialists, and is involved in German 
G7 and G20 health activities. She publishes widely and serves 
on various commissions and boards. Ilona is a member of the 
Global Preparedness Monitoring Board and Co-Chair of UHC 
2030, and the Lancet and Financial Times Commission on 
"Governing health futures 2030: growing up in a digital world". 
She has had a distinguished career with the WHO. She was a 
key instigator of the Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion and 

WHO’s Healthy Cities Network and has remained a leader in this field, most recently advising 
on WHO’s activities related to Health in the SDGs. She was the Director of the Global Health 
Division at Yale University School of Public Health and responsible for the first major Fulbright 
Programme on global health. 

 

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS 

ALLAN MALECHE 

Allan Maleche is a dynamic leader, an advocate of the high 
court of Kenya and a human rights defender with over twelve 
years of experience in law, ethics, governance, policy, health 
and rights, including seven years managing rights-based 
programmes that protect affected, marginalised and vulnerable 
populations. He is currently serving as the Executive Director 
of Kenya Legal & Ethical Issues Network on HIV & AIDS 
(KELIN). He is a Co-chair of the UNAIDS Human Rights 
Reference group, and a former Board Member of the 
Developing Country NGO Delegation to the Global Fund Board, 
where he also served as Alternate Board Member. Allan is also 
a former member of the Global Fund’s Audit and Finance 

Committee, and the former Chair of the Implementers Group of the Global Fund Board. 

 

COLIN MCIFF 

Colin McIff is Deputy Director of the Office of Global Affairs at 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Since 
2010, he has chaired negotiations on some of the most 
sensitive issues facing the global health community. In the 
context of the World Health Organization, he has negotiated 
resolutions on non-communicable diseases, the role of the 
health sector in addressing interpersonal violence, on 
strengthening the International Health Regulations, and the 
Ebola resolution during the WHO Special Session. Before his 
posting as Health Attaché at the U.S. Mission in Geneva he 
was the Acting Director for Multilateral Affairs at the Office of 
Global Health Affairs at the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, leading U.S. negotiations on the Code of Practice on the International 
Recruitment of Health Personnel adopted by consensus at the 63rd World Health Assembly. 



EMANUELE CAPOBIANCO 

Emanuele Capobianco is the Director of Health and Care at the 
International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC). He leads the IFRC Global Health and Care 
Team that provides strategic and operational support to 192 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies around the 
world in the areas of community health, emergency health and 
water/sanitation. He currently leads the IFRC global response 
to Covid-19. Before joining IFRC, Emanuele was the Deputy 
Executive Director of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & 
Child Health. He also worked with the Global Fund, the World 
Bank, UNICEF and WHO at country, regional and headquarters 
levels. He holds a Medical Degree from Italy, a Master in Public 

Health from Johns Hopkins University and an Erasmus Mundus’ Master in International 
Humanitarian Action. 

 

ESPERANZA MARTINEZ 

Esperanza Martinez is a global and humanitarian health expert 
currently leading the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) Covid-19 crisis response. Prior to that, she was ICRC’s 
Head of Health and responsible for the provision of essential 
health care services to people affected by armed conflict and 
violence in more than 80 countries. She is a medical doctor and 
general surgeon, trained in Colombia, and specialised in 
International Public Health and Health Management in 
Australia. Her experience includes over ten years of fieldwork 
in conflict-affected countries as well as work with UN agencies, 
government bodies and the private sector. 

 

GAGANDEEP KANG 

Professor Gagandeep Kang is a physician scientist working on 
vaccines and public health, particularly focused on children and 
enteric infectious disease in India. Her inter-disciplinary 
research on the transmission, development and prevention of 
enteric infections and their sequelae in children in India has led 
to new insights and practical approaches to prevention. She has 
worked with colleagues at the Christian Medical College (CMC) 
and others institutions in India to build national rotavirus and 
typhoid surveillance networks to estimate disease burden and 
inform policy. She established laboratories to support vaccine 
trials and conducted phase 1-3 clinical trials of vaccines, a 
comprehensive approach that has supported two Indian WHO 

pre-qualified vaccines. She is investigating the complex relationships between infection, gut 
function and physical and cognitive development, and seeking to build a stronger human 
immunology research in India. Based at CMC for most of her career, she has established 
strong training programmes for students and young faculty in clinical translational medicine 
aiming to build a cadre of clinical researchers studying relevant problems in India. From 2016 
to 2020, she was the executive director of the Translational Health Science and Technology 
Institute, Faridabad, an autonomous institute of the Department of Biotechnology, Government 
of India, where she developed vaccine science and clinical research as key focus areas. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Translational_Health_Science_and_Technology_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Translational_Health_Science_and_Technology_Institute


KELLEY LEE 

Kelley Lee is a Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Global Health 
Governance and Professor, Faculty of Health Sciences, Simon 
Fraser University. She was previously Professor of Global 
Health Policy at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. She has served in several leadership roles including 
co-director of a WHO collaborating centre, chair of a WHO 
expert committee, and associate dean. Her research focuses 
on how societies can effectively engage in collective action to 
address shared health risks. Over her career, she has been 
awarded almost $20 million in research funding from a broad 
range of major funders including NIH, ESRC, ERC, CIHR, 
WHO, Rockefeller Foundation and Wellcome Trust. She has 

published 15 books, 200+ papers and 60+ book chapters. She is currently leading the 
Pandemics and Borders Project, an international team analysing the use of cross-border health 
measures during Covid-19. She is also one of two Co-Directors of the new British Columbia 
Emerging Pathogens and Pandemics Institute. 

 

MALEBONA PRECIOUS MATSOSO 

Malebona Precious Matsoso has more than 20 years 
experience at executive management level both nationally and 
internationally. She has been involved in healthcare policy 
development at a local and global level as shown in her 
appointments as Director General of Health for the past nine 
and a half years and Director at the WHO for five and a half 
years. She has also been in a leadership role of the South 
African medicine regulatory agency. She has served in a 
number of advisory bodies both locally and internationally. 
Globally she served as a member of the UN High level Panel 
on Access to Medical Technologies. She recently served on the 
Independent Panel on Pandemic Preparedness and Response. 

She has contributed to changes in the pharmaceutical landscape both globally and locally, and 
to the integration of new healthcare delivery systems. She has become a high-profile executive 
with in-depth knowledge of healthcare systems at all levels as demonstrated by her previous 
appointment as the Chair of the WHO Executive Board. She has led the World's largest 
HIV/AIDS programme with over 5 million people on treatment contributing to improved life 
expectancy in South Africa. She created the Public Health Enhancement Fund, a public private 
partnership for research capacity development, undergraduate medical training, health 
management and leadership training. 

 

MARINE BUISSONNIÈRE 

Marine Buissonnière is an independent researcher and advisor 
in the fields of global health, health-related rights and 
humanitarian action. In this capacity, she currently works as 
Senior Advisor to the Prevent Epidemics team at Resolve to 
Save Lives (RTSL), and co-chairs Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF) Transformational Investment Capacity. Until 2015, she 
was director of the Open Society Public Health Program. From 
2003 to 2007, she served as Secretary-General of MSF 
International, prior to which she worked with MSF in the field. 
She sits on the Advisory Council of Last Mile Health and the 
Board of Directors of Grand Challenge Canada. 

https://www.pandemics-borders.org/


MICHEL KAZATCHKINE 

Michel Kazatchkine has over 30 years of experience in the fight 
against AIDS as a leading physician, researcher, administrator, 
advocate, policy-maker, and diplomat. He attended medical 
school in Paris and has completed postdoctoral fellowships at 
St. Mary’s hospital in London and Harvard Medical School. He 
is Professor of Immunology at Université René Descartes in 
Paris and has authored or co-authored over 500 publications. 
Professor Kazatchkine has played key roles in various 
organisations, serving as director of the national Agency for 
Research on AIDS in France (1998-2005), and as French 
ambassador on HIV/AIDS and communicable diseases (2005-
2007). In 2007, Professor Kazatchkine was elected Executive 

Director of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, a position in which he 
served until March 2012. Between 2012 and 2017, he served as the UN Secretary General’s 
Special Envoy on HIV/AIDS in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Since 2018, he is the Special 
Advisor to the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) for Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia. He is also a Senior Fellow with the Global Health Centre of the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies, and a member of the Global Commission on Drug 
Policy. 

 

OUTI KUIVASNIEMI 

Outi Kuivasniemi is Director for International Affairs at the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health in Finland. During her 20 
year career at the Ministry, Outi’s focus has been on global and 
EU health and social policies and she is a senior level expert in 
global governance and financing. She has accrued wide 
understanding of issues around global health and multilateral 
collaboration, and has served in a number of WHO, World Bank 
and EU Expert Working Groups, especially relating to global 
public goods, health security, financing, governance and non-
communicable diseases. She has been actively working on 
improving global health security and capacity building for 
country preparedness. She has been instrumental in 

developing international cross-sectoral collaboration in health security through the Global 
Health Security Agenda (GHSA) and the JEE Alliance, now called Alliance for Health Security 
Cooperation. She is currently working to improve global equitable access to Covid-19 vaccines 
through Finland’s participation in the WHO Executive Board, CEPI Investors’ Council, 
International Vaccine Institute’s Board of Trustees, Gavi Vaccine Alliance and the European 
Union vaccine collaboration. Outi is a founding member of the Women in Global Health Finland 
Chapter. She holds a degree of Master in Political Sciences from the University of Åbo 
Akademi, Finland where she graduated in 1995 with international law as her major. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRADEEP KAKKATTIL 

Pradeep Kakkattil serves as the Director of the Office of 
Innovation at the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS). In this capacity, he is responsible for building and 
implementing an innovation culture designed to generate new 
and innovative solutions for the broader health and HIV 
response globally. He is also the founder of the Health 
Innovation Exchange (HIEx), a multilayered platform that 
connects governments, policy makers, innovators and 
investors to leverage innovations and technology towards 
scaling up access to health. Pradeep started his career in India 
as a print and television journalist and filmmaker. He gave up 
his media career when a close friend tested positive for HIV in 

the early 1990s and started to respond to the potential threat of HIV to people of his generation. 
Along with his colleagues, Pradeep helped design and establish early prevention programmes 
for sex workers, men having sex with men and transgender community in South India which 
served as a template for rapid scale up of India’s key population prevention programmes. He 
has since worked in several countries in various capacities and has contributed to health, social 
empowerment and development and led the UNAIDS engagement and successful adoption 
by the UN General Assembly of the High-Level Political Declaration on AIDS in 2016. 

 

ROHINTON MEDHORA 

Rohinton Medhora is president of the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation (CIGI) since 2012. He served on CIGI’s 
former International Board of Governors from 2009 to 2014. 
Previously, he was vice president of programmes at Canada’s 
International Development Research Centre. His fields of 
expertise are monetary and trade policy, international 
economic relations and development economics. Rohinton 
received his doctorate in economics in 1988 from the University 
of Toronto, where he subsequently taught for a number of 
years. 

 

 

THOMAS ZELTNER 

Thomas Zeltner has been Professor of Public Health at the 
University of Berne and is a Visiting Scientist at the Harvard 
T.H. Chan School of Public Health (Boston). He serves as 
Deputy Chair of the University Council of the Medical University 
of Vienna, and is the founder and first chairman of the WHO 
Foundation established in Geneva in Mai 2020. The WHO 
Foundation is a grantmaking organisation with the objective of 
addressing the most pressing global health challenges of 
tomorrow by raising significant new funding for WHO from non-
traditional sources. He is the President of the UNESCO-
Commission of Switzerland. From 1991 to 2009, he has been 
the Director-General of the Federal Office of Public Health of 

Switzerland, the National Health and Public Health Authority, and Secretary of State for Health 
of Switzerland. 




