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Course Description

This seminar/legal clinic offers a unique opportunity to
thoroughly analyze international trade and investment law,
as well as broader issues of international economic law, and
jurisprudence through a combination of practice and theory.
Students will work in small groups (“project teams”) and
under the close supervision of one or more Professors
(“Academic Supervisors”), invited experts (“Mentors”) and
the Teaching Assistant (“TA”) on specific legal questions
related to international economic law (IEL) coming from
‘real clients” (“Beneficiaries”) such as international
organizations, governments, SMEs or NGOs. In addition,
introductory sessions by Mentors will be held to provide
substantive background to the respective topics, as well as
skills sessions to improve legal writing and oral presentation
skills. At the end of the semester, the groups will submit
written legal memos and orally present their projects in
class in the presence of the Beneficiary and other invited
guests. To get an idea of the types of projects done in
previous years, see www.tradelab.org.

Spaces are limited and allocated based on CV, acquired
knowledge of IEL and the nature of the projects. Students
should have taken a basic trade/WTO, investment, labour
or environmental law course before applying. CVs together
with a brief motivation statement should be submitted to the
clinic's TA before 10:00, 16 September (Thursday). A notice
of the allocation results will be issued on September 19
(Sunday) by 18:00.

> PROFESSOR

Colette van der Ven
(colette.vanderven@graduateinstit
ute.ch or
cvanderven@tulipconsulting.ch)

Scott Andersen
(scott.Andersen@graduateinstitute.c
h or scottandersen53@gmail.com)

Office Hours: by appointment

> ASSISTANT

Chanya Punyakumpol
(chanya.punyakumpol@agraduatein
stitute.ch)

Office Hours: by appointment

Syllabus

(Please see next page)
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Grading: Based 25% on attendance & participation (individually assessed) and 75% on the work
submitted (written report and oral presentations). The latter component will be assessed on a collective,
team-wide basis, unless specific circumstances warrant an individual rather than a team grade. Oral
presentations will be judged based on clarity, structure, flow, content and meeting time limits. Written
work will be assessed throughout the semester, from first drafts to the final report/output, based on
clarity, structure, comprehensiveness, succinctness, adaptation to beneficiary audience, progress
made and effective incorporation of comments.

Grading will also include an element of self and peer (student) evaluation done by students “shadowing”
the project (see “Shadow Project” below).

Timing: Although the Clinic is formally scheduled to meet on Wednesdays, 18:15 to 20:00, we will also,
occasionally, hold meetings on Mondays, 18:15 to 20:00; Tuesdays, 18:15 to 20:00; or any other time
as may be arranged in light of the schedules of the Beneficiaries and the Mentors taking into account
the course schedule of students. For some weeks, we will not meet with the entire group, but hold
smaller team meetings only, with or without the Academic Supervisor / TA. This is a time-intensive
seminar where flexibility, hard work, organization and team spirit are highly important.

Note that there is a possibility that certain projects have special time schedules due to the needs of the
beneficiary. In that case, the TA will communicate these special schedules to the relevant teams who
are expected to meet the adjusted deadlines.

Team Work: The Clinic is a course that requires students to engage in team-based operation. Students
will be grouped into different project teams. Each project team will be assigned to a specific project
(the "main project"), under the supervision and guidance of one Academic Supervisor. Students in the
same project team should work together to fulfil the deadlines and requirements of their project as
specified in the project proposal, as well as any additional requirements specified in this syllabus.

Shadow Project: In addition to the allocation of a “main project”, each student will also be allocated to
a project other than the main project (the "shadow project"). Students must follow the work progress of
their shadow project and are required to provide questions and comments when their shadow project
is being presented in class.

Expert Sessions and Workshops: The Expert Sessions and Workshops are special sessions that all
clinic students must attend.

»  Expert Sessions: There will be 6 sessions in total. Each session will be divided into two parts: in
the first part, the invited expert (“Mentor”) will make a presentation on the legal issues and
background knowledge concerning the project at issue; for this part, all students are expected to
be present. In the second part, the expert will hold a meeting with the project team and provide
personal feedback on the work and questions of the team; for this part only the project team
concerned is required to be present.

»  Workshop Sessions: Throughout the Clinic course, the Academic Supervisors and the TA will
provide you further training on the following three skills: (1) Legal Writing; (2) Oral Presentation
and Communication; and (3) Technology Application. During the Workshop scheduled as Session
4 we will provide a basic introduction on these skill sets, with further sessions and instructions
provided throughout the term of the course:

€ For the Legal Writing and the Oral Presentation and Communication skills, the Academic
Supervisors will provide specific instructions during individual team meetings and team
presentation sessions. This will ensure that the team members communicate optimally with
their Beneficiary, compose a report of the required quality, and effectively present the work
of the team during the presentation sessions.
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€ Forthe Technology Application skill, the team will be introduced to a number of basic technical
and research tools that are essential to the operation of the clinic team, such as Zotero, Box,
the “Mattermost” online communication forum, available databases, etc. Each team should
make use of these tools to enhance efficiency in the sharing of information and coordination
of teamwork. Furthermore, the teams may be required to make use of the TradeLab platform
throughout the Clinic course (for the specificities regarding the use of the TradelLab platform,
please read the next part).

Collaboration with TradeLab: The Clinic is part of the broader TradeLab network and operates in
collaboration with TradeLab (www.tradelab.org) to enable Beneficiaries to submit projects, to facilitate
the operation of the teams and to promote the completed works to the public. TradelLab is an online
platform that allows countries, NGOs and other smaller stakeholders easy and smart access to legal
talents in the field of trade and investment law, allowing these actors to reap the full development
benefits of global trade and investment rules by making WTO, preferential trade and bilateral investment
treaties work for everyone. TradeLab will serve two main functions:

>

Online _Forum (the “Forum”): The teams will be required to use the “Mattermost” online
communications forum. The Forum will serve as the main channel to make public announcements,
to serve as a communication hub between academic supervisors, the TA and the students, and to
serve as a team communication platform where members can coordinate and discuss the works
of their respective projects. Academic Supervisors and the TA will monitor the discussions of the
teams and, if situation demands, provide instant support to the operation of the team.

Promotion of your completed work: After the completion of your project, based on the level of
confidentiality of your allocated main project, TradeLab will make available to the public either the
full final report, or at least a non-confidential summary of the project result. For each project, a
very brief “Law Guide” will also be made available that summarizes the issue, analysis and
conclusions reached for a broader, non-technical audience. For this purpose, each student must
register on the TradeLab website as a student member (further details on the arrangement will be
disclosed via email after Session 4).

Projects confirmed for Autumn 2021 — 2022: The following projects have been confirmed for the
upcoming semester.

> Project 1: Developing a comparative analysis of environment and labour Provisions in
Free Trade Agreements (beneficiaries: an international organization and a
sustainability think tank)

> Project 2: Supporting an African country in an ongoing trade negotiation with a
developed country, with a focus on investment provisions (beneficiary: an African
developing country)

» Project 3: Developing guidelines to facilitate the operationalization of alternative
dispute resolution provisions in a regional trade agreement (beneficiary: the
Secretariat of a regional trade agreement)

> Project 4: Analysing the impact of a South Asian country’s graduation from Least

Developing Country status on forms of agricultural support (beneficiary: a South Asian
developing country)
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» Project 5: Developing suggestions to facilitate differentiation between plastic waste
products under the Harmonized System (beneficiary: the Secretariat of a multinational
environmental agreement)

» Project 6: Developing model trade-related measures to promote nationally determined
contributions under the Paris Agreement (beneficiary: an international organization)

Seminar Schedule

Note:

In-class sessions/weeks where all Clinic students will meet are marked grey; weeks where
“beneficiary” input/meeting is called for are marked yellow; important deadlines are

SEMINAR TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS COMMENTS
WEEK 1
SESSION 1 Introduction Selected students will receive a
22 Sept. 1. Introduction to the seminar, activities and | copy of the projects before the
(Wed.) grading system. session. Please carefully read
18:15-20:00 | 2. Presentation of topics and available the description of the projects
S5 projects. before our first meeting and make
3. Selection of project and shadow teams a ranking of your own preference.
and setting of dates for the discussion,
preparation and presentation of projects. | Please send your list of
preferences to Chanya
Punyakumpol at the latest on 20
September (Monday), at 18:00.
WEEK 2
SESSION 2 Prior to this session, each project team Each project coordinator should
27 Sept. should: contact Chanya Punyakumpol to
(Mon.) 1. Have its 1% internal meeting regarding schedule a meeting with the
18:15 - 20:30 the project. academic supervisor for a first, in-
S7 2. Appoint a project coordinator in charge depth discussion of the issues to
of future communication with the be examined (see Session 11
beneficiary. below).
3. Do preliminary research on the topic.
4. Get in touch with the beneficiaries to set | The beneficiary should not be
out a timetable (further instructions will contacted yet on the substance of
be provided in light of each individual the project.
case).
Read the question/issue, do
During this session: Presentation of background research and present
topics & research questions — Teams 1, 2 | your preliminary ideas in class.
& 3, followed by in-class discussion:
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SEMINAR TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS COMMENTS
Each project team should prepare a brief
presentation of the topic & research
questions for discussion in the seminar.
SESSION 3 Continue: Presentation of topics & Id.
28 Sept. research questions — Teams 4 & 5,
(Tue.) followed by in-class discussion
12:15 - 14:00
$1
SESSION 4 WORKSHOP SESSION Readings may be assigned by the
29 Sept. instructors.
(Wed.) 1. Introduction to Legal Writing
18:15-20:00 |2. Introduction to Oral Presentation and
S5 Communication Skills
3. Introduction to Technology Application
SESSION 5 EXPERT SESSION 1 Readings may be assigned by the
30 Sept. instructor.
(Fri.) Speakers: Roy Santana
16:15 - 18:00 The speaker of the expert session
S7 will also serve as the mentor for
the project.
Project team and shadow project
students should prepare detailed
questions for discussion in class.
WEEK 3 EXPERT SESSION 2 & 3
SESSION 6 & 7 | Speaker for Session 2: Rodrigo Polanco Id.
1 Oct.
(Friday.) Speaker for Session 3: Clara Brandi
10:15-12:00 &
16:15-18:00
S5
SESSION 8 EXPERT SESSION 4 Id.
6 Oct.
(Wed.) Speaker: Lars Brink, Christian Lau, and
18:15 - 20:00 | Ariane Vincent
S5
SESSION 9 EXPERT SESSION 5 Id.
7 Oct.
(Thu.) Speaker: TBA
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SEMINAR TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS COMMENTS
OR
8 Oct.
(Fri.)
18:15 - 20:00
S7
SESSION 10 | EXPERT SESSION 6 Id.
11 Oct.
(Mon.) Speaker: Gabrielle Marceau
18:15 - 20:00
S7
SESSION 10 | Meeting with your academic supervisor | Each project coordinator should
Any time before meeting with the beneficiary contact the beneficiary to
between 1 Oct. schedule the 1st meeting (to be
- 15 Oct. Individual project team meetings with held after meeting with your
(based on your respective academic supervisor to | academic supervisor).

appointment)

discuss individual projects and prepare
for meeting with the beneficiary.

SESSION 11
Any time after
expert session
for the specific
project, and in

any case
before 29 Oct.

(based on
appointment)

1! project team meeting with the
“beneficiary”:

Present preliminary ideas/research and
receive further information and guidance on
project questions, deliverables; agree on
timeline.

Meeting with “beneficiary” (only
after meeting first with the
Academic Advisor).

Business attire is required for this
meeting.

Teams must debrief about the
meeting with the beneficiary with
their respective academic
supervisors via skype or face-to-
face meeting.

No in-class meetings

Teams should focus on the preparation
of the first draft taking into account
instructions and suggestions by their
supervisor, mentor and beneficiary.

Submit 15t draft of memo

Please upload your draft to your
Box folder; do not send it to
your beneficiary.
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SEMINAR TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS COMMENTS
WEEK 7 Meeting with your academic supervisor Each project coordinator should
for feedback on 1st draft contact Chanya Punyakumpol to
SESSION 12 fix a meeting time.

Any time Individual project team meetings with

between your respective academic supervisor to | Workshop: Specific instructions
2-5 Nov. discuss 1st draft of memo on legal writing and oral

(based on presentation skills will be provided

appointment)

during discussion if needed.

WEEK 8
SESSION 13 | In-class presentation of work Each project team should prepare
9 Nov. accomplished to date — Teams 1,2 & 3 a presentation focusing on the
(Tue.) followed by in-class discussion difficult issues/questions that
12:15 - 14:00 occurred/remain during the
S1 research process.
Shadow project students should
prepare comments based on first
draft and present them in class.
SESSION 14 | Continue: In-class presentation of work Id.
10 Nov. accomplished to date — Teams 4 & 5,
(Wed.) followed by in-class discussion
18:15 - 20:30
S5

WEEK 10

SESSION 15
Any time in the
week of
22-26 Nov.
(based on
appointment)

No in-class meetings

Submit 2nd draft of memo
(for comments by both your academic
supervisor and your beneficiary.)

Please upload your draft to your
Box folder and, after an
approval from your academic
supervisor, send it to your

“beneficiary”.

2nd project team meeting with the
beneficiary:

Discuss and receive feedback on 2nd draft.

Team must debrief about the
meeting with their beneficiary with
their academic supervisor in
skype or face-to-face meeting.

Business attire is required for this
meeting.

No in-class meetings
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SEMINAR

TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS

COMMENTS

Teams should focus on incorporating
"beneficiary” comments

Submit 3rd draft taking into account
“beneficiary” comments & instructions

Please upload your draft to your
Box folder and, after an
approval from your academic
supervisor, send it to your

“beneficiary”.
WEEK 13
SESSION 16 | Feedback from academic supervisor on Each project coordinator should
Any time 3rd draft contact Chanya Punyakumpol to
between fix a meeting time.
13-17 Dec. Adapt report according to comments for
(based on presentation. Workshop: Specific instructions
appointment) on legal writing and oral
presentation and communication
skills will be provided during
discussion if needed.
WEEK 14
SESSION 17 | In-class presentations of reports (with Specific time/team to be
21 Dec. “beneficiary” and invited guests) determined based on beneficiary
(Tue.) schedule.
12:15 - 14:00
(subject to The final report must be made
adjustment available beforehand to the whole
based on class.
schedule of
beneficiaries) Shadow project students should
S1 prepare comments and present
them in class.
Business attire is required for
presenting teams.
SESSION 18 | Continued: In-class presentations of Id.
22 Dec. reports (with “beneficiary” and invited
(Wed.) guests)
18:15 - 20:30
(subject to
adjustment
based on
schedule of
beneficiaries)
S5
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SEMINAR

TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS

COMMENTS

Submit final report taking into account
discussions at oral presentation
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