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IGOR GORDON 

Program Team Lead at the Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (EHRA) 

Igor has over 14 years of experience in managing PLHIV, HIV 
services and harm reduction organizations at the national and 
international level. Key focus areas of Igor’s expertise include key 
populations, civil society and community engagement, as well as 
capacity building, and organizational and project management. 
Igor is responsible for the development and effective 
implementation of programs according to the strategic objectives 
of EHRA. He also plays an active role in the mobilization of harm 
reduction advocates, together with communities of people who 
use drugs, to ensure the sustainability and efficiency of harm 
reduction services and to advocate for non-punitive drug policies 

in the CEECA region based on public health approaches and the protection of human rights. 
Igor has a Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree in Social Work and a Master of Science (MSc) 
degree in Business Management. 
 
 
 
OLĄ BELYAEVA 

Eurasian Network of People who Use Drugs, Program Coordinator 

Olą Belyaeva is a drug policy reform activist and narcofeminist 
from Ukraine with two decades of experience in advocacy, 
services and community mobilising. For 21 years of her working 
experience, she has gone from organizing harm reduction 
programs in the city of Dnipro, Ukraine; mobilizing the community 
of substitution therapy patients in Ukraine to improve access and 
quality of service; and is currently the Program Coordinator of the 
Eurasian Network of People Who Use Drugs and a member of 
the Board of the International Organization for Harm Reduction.  
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CATHERINE HANKINS 

Senior Fellow, Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development 

A community medicine specialist, Professor Hankins was principal 
investigator of The Canadian Women’s HIV Study, studies involving 
prisoners and people who inject drugs, and population-based 
epidemiological studies before joining the UN. Chief Scientific 
Adviser to UNAIDS in Geneva for a decade, Cate led the scientific 
knowledge translation team focused on ensuring ethical and 
participatory HIV prevention trial conduct, convening mathematical 
modelling teams, and supporting country implementation of proven 
biomedical HIV prevention modalities. She developed Good 
Participatory Practice Guidelines for trials of Emerging Pathogens 

for the World Health Organization. She chairs the European and Developing Countries Clinical 
Trials Partnership Scientific Advisory Committee and the US National Institutes of Health HIV 
Prevention Trials Network Scientific Advisory Group. Honorary Professor at the London 



School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, she is a trustee of the HIV Research Trust and 
International AIDS Society Industry Liaison Forum member. Keenly interested in scientific 
capacity development and advancing women in global health and science, she was Scientific 
Chair of six annual African INTEREST conferences on HIV treatment, pathogenesis, and 
prevention research (2015 Harare, 2016 Yaoundé, 2017 Lilongwe, 2018 Kigali, 2019 Accra, 
2020 Windhoek) and Co-Chair of EECA INTERACT 2019. She was named to the Order of 
Canada in 2013. 
 

 

MICHEL KAZATCHKINE 

Former Executive Director, The Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

Michel Kazatchkine has over 30 years of experience in the fight 
against AIDS as a leading physician, researcher, administrator, 
advocate, policy-maker, and diplomat. He attended medical school 
in Paris and has completed postdoctoral fellowships at St. Mary’s 
hospital in London and Harvard Medical School. He is Professor of 
Immunology at Université René Descartes in Paris and has authored 
over 500 publications. Professor Kazatchkine has played key roles 
in various organisations, serving as director of the national Agency 
for Research on AIDS in France (1998-2005), and as French 
ambassador on HIV/AIDS and communicable diseases (2005-

2007). In 2007, he was elected Executive Director of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, a position in which he served until March 2012. Since 2018, he is 
the Special Advisor to the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) for Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia. He is also a Senior Fellow with the Global Health Centre, and a member of 
the Global Commission on Drug Policy. 

 




