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WHO SHOULD APPLY?

Professionals who work in the area of policy 
making, public health and human rights including: 

	> Parliamentarians
	> Government representatives from ministries 

of health, foreign affairs, justice, interior and 
drug control agencies

	> Representatives from international and 
regional institutions

	> Representatives from non-governmental 
organisations

	> Health attachés and diplomats with a portfolio 	
linked to health, drug policy or human rights

	> Professionals in academia

Key Outcomes 

> 	 Strengthen stakeholders mapping skills for better analysis of the 		
	 different roles of Geneva and Vienna-based agencies in international 	
	 processes

>	 Negotiate and influence the design and the implementation of drug 		
	 policies nationally and internationally

> 	 Gain insight into the key concepts and current issues related to the 		
	 international drug control regime and its intersection with public health 	
	 and human rights

>	 Identify the stakeholders of the current drug policy debate and 		
	 international processes

>	 Prioritise public health based approaches to drug policy at national level

EXECUTIVE EDUCATION SHORT COURSE

Current Perspectives 
on Drug Policy
Since the adoption of the international drug control framework sixty 
years ago, drug production, demand and use have increased, reaching 
record highs every year since 2015 despite fierce repression. In the last 
10 years, more and more countries started reviewing their approach 
to drugs while the international multilateral system has recognised 
the need to integrate drug policy within sustainable development 
objectives. Throughout this three-day immersive course, you will 
examine how drug control policies impact sustainable development 
and how it closely relates with public health and human rights.
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TAKE THE NEXT STEP
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This course will address the following topics: 

> 	 The international Drug Control Regime

> 	 Drug policy, public health, harm reduction, human 	
	 rights and COVID-19

>  	 Current issues surrounding cannabis, the opioid 		
	 epidemics and challenges in access to controlled 		
	 essential medicines

>  	 Perspectives for drug policy reform and the current
	 global diplomatic context

The course is highly participatory, drawing on the 
national and international experiences of participants 
through a multi-disciplinary learning process. It includes 
lectures by internationally-renowned experts and 
negotiators, case studies, and working groups. A 
negotiation simulation exercise will complement the 
learning experience.

A well established reputation
We are an institution of research and postgraduate education 
dedicated to the study of world affairs since 1927. Over the 
past ten years, the Institute’s Executive Education programme 
has trained over 3,000 professionals.

International Geneva
Centrally located in Geneva we are attracting a unique mix of 
participants from all sectors, countries and positions. Join our 
network of over 20,000 alumni, we propose a unique platform 
for inspiring exchanges and networking opportunities. 

Design your own learning journey
We are an institution of higher education, accredited by the 
Swiss government to deliver degrees - fully recognised aca-
demic credentials. Our personalised and modular Executive 
Master in International Relations (60 ECTS) is designed to 
empower professionals to become knowledgeable and efficient 
in their engagement with today’s complex global affairs.

  graduateinstitute.ch/mas

Geneva Graduate Institute

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

“ As an Advocacy Officer, I found 
this course to be tremendously 
insightful. Not only did it illuminate 
some important interconnected 
concepts, but it also provided 
very practical tools and current 
updates about the latest trends. ”

Ramon Sales Moura 
Participant in the 2021 course

Course Co-Directors

Thomas Zeltner
Senior Fellow at the Global Health Centre

Michel Kazatchkine
Senior fellow at the Global Health Centre and member 
of the Global Commision on Drug Policy
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University of Geneva
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