
After six visits to Nelson Mandela, the prisoner, Jacques Moreillon kept close contact with the “free” 
great man. Here we see them reunited in 2003 at the British Red Cross “Humanity Award” ceremony 
where Jacques Moreillon presented the award to Mandela. Member of the ICRC Directorate from 1975 to 
1988,  he was successively Director of the Department of Doctrine and Law (as successor to Jean Pictet), 
then Director of General Affairs and finally Director General of the ICRC ad personam from 1984.

Jacques Moreillon in Petra, Jordan after 
completing his mission as ICRC delegate in 
Syria in 1969. He was head of delegation in 
Syria (1967), and Israel (1969–70) with, in 
between, missions to Nigeria/Biafra and to 
the Vatican.

Jacques Moreillon, ICRC Director, and 
Alexandre Hay, ICRC President, welcomed 
by US President Ronald Reagan in 1985 
at the White House in Washington, D.C.

Jacques Moreillon was ICRC delegate 
in Vietnam in 1966. His thesis on “The 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
and political detainees” led him to become 
an ICRC delegate, first in India (1965), then 
in Vietnam (1966).
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