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Vera Gowlland-Debbas was a highly renowned scholar in international law, whose vast career span-
ned both academic work and practice. She taught at the Institute from 1994 until her retirement in 
2009, when she was named honorary professor. In parallel, she co-founded the European Society of 
International Law (ESIL) in 2001 and taught a course at the Hague Academy of International Law in  
2007. She also participated in the proceedings of the International Court of Justice’s 2004 advisory 
opinion on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
representing The League of Arab States.

Vera Gowlland-Debbas was among the first 
scholars to write about the International Re- 
sponsibility of international organisations and  
taught a course at The Hague Academy of In- 
ternational Law mainly about the interna-
tional responsibility of the United Nations Se- 
curity Council.

In 2001, Vera Gowlland-Debbas co-founded 
the European Society of International Law 
(ESIL), one of the first International Law as-
sociations in Europe gathering scholars and 
practitioners to advance in the understand- 
ing of the discipline’s issues. 

Vera Gowlland-Debbas was awarded the Am- 
erican Society of International Law Certificate 
of Merit in 1991 for Collective Responses to Il- 
legal Acts in International Law: United Nations 
Action in the Question of Southern Rhodesia, a  
book based on her doctoral thesis. The prize re- 
cognised her significant contribution to cre-
ative scholarship. 
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